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MESSIAH, THE WONDERFUL.

‘‘ FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN, UNTO US A SON
1S GIVEN : AND THE GOVERNMENT SHALL BE
UPON HIS SHOULDER: AND HIS NAME SHALL
BE CALLED WONDERFUL, COUNSELLER, THB
MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING FATHER, THE
PRINCE OF PEACE.’—Isaiah, ix. 6.

THE first word intimates to us that the
predicted fact in this verse is the cause
of the predicted facts which are recorded
in the preceding verses. It is because
the “ Child is born,” spoken of here, that
Galilee has seen a great light, that
the redeemed nation has been multiplied,
their joy become like the joy of many
harvests, that the redeemed nation is de-
liveréd from oppression, and that war finally
ceases on the earth. All these are found
connected with this verse as effects with
cause; after they are described, it \n »2d=,
B
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“ For unto us a Child is born, unto us a
Son is given: and the government shall be
upon His shoulder: and His name shall
be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.” He must be a glorious Person, of
whose advent in our world such things
could be declared, and it would of course
be very unlikely that they should be
said of any earthly prince. But those
who have been unwilling to recognise the
Messiah, the Saviour, in this and other re-
markable passages of the Old Testament,
have sought to divert this text from its
proper application, and pretend to interpret
it of Hezekiah, whom they suppose to be
the child that was born, upon whose shoul-
der the government was to be placed, and
whose name was thus called. But not to
speak of the fact that Hezekiah had passed
his early childhood when this was written
-Isaiah, how -could it be said of Heze-
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kiah, that “ of the increase of his govern-
ment and peace there should be no end, upon
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom,
to order it, and establish it with judgment
and justice from henceforth even for ever?”
Since he reigned but over two tribes, and
for twenty-nine years only, how is it possi-
ble that we should speak of his government
as having an increase without end, and how
-could. these names be given to a prince like
.Hezekiah—** his name shall be called Won-
derful, Counseller, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace ?”
To avoid this latter difficulty at least, the
encmies of Christianity have given a new
version to this passage. They would trans-
late it thus :—*“ The Wonderful, The Coun-
seller, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, shall call His name the Prince of
-Peace.” Now this version is a manifest
perversion, and no interpretation at all. It
is inconsistent with the use of the Hebrew
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language, as learned men have abundantly
shown, and as it is constantly understood.
Besides, without entering on more learned
reasons why this passage could not be so
translated, what reason can be assigned why
the person to be named, respecting whose
names the whole passage is recorded, should
have but one name given him, and the
person naming him should have so many ?
For what purpose, if it were God the
Father who named the child born, * The
Prince of Peace,” for what purpose were all
those names spoken of—‘ The Wonderful,
Counseller, The mighty God, The everlast-
ing Father ?” They would absolutely have
no force when describing the person naming
instead of the person named. And if so
many names may be given to God as
naming this child, why should these be
selected ? They seem to have no peculiar
application. Why should God, who named
the Messiah, be termed the Counseller ?
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There is no force in the appellation. Hence
we may conclude assuredly, that these terms
belong to the ““ Child” here named, and that
He was called ‘“ Wonderful, Counseller,
The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.” And though the
verb has an active form, yet two passages out
of very many may be mentioned, to show,
that it is frequently used exactly as in this
passage. It is said in the fifth chapter of
J osﬁua, at the tenth verse, *“ Wherefore the
name of the place is called Gilgal unto this
day;” and in the seventeenth verse of the
first chapter of the Book of Judges, the
same word, in the same form, is used:
¢ And the name of the city was called Hor-
mah.” So that even some of the enemies of
Christianity have not hesitated to admit that
this is the proper form of the translation :
¢ And His name shall be called Wonderful,
Counseller, The mighty God, The everlast-
ing Father, The Prince of Peace.”
B2
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But then, while it is admitted that these
names belong to the child who was to be
born, some have endeavoured to show that
these names were not descriptive, so that
they still might belong to Hezekiah, or any
other man—that they were merely names
that should be given to him, not that they
described the reality. ¢ His name shall be
called Wonderful, Counseller,” but it is said,
Elihu—“my God himself,” and Elijjah—
“my God Jehovah,” do not prove that the
persons bearing those names had any of
the attributes there expressed. But now
observe, how exceedingly different these
words are. They do not seem to indicate
that Elihu was God himself, or that Elijah
was God Jehovah —they only express that
Jehovah was God; and thus the analogy
based on these names entirely fails. We
know that constantly the names of the
Israelites were descriptive. I need not
remind you of Abraham, Israel, Solomon,

.
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and many others, names descriptive, and
given because of that description. There
are many such names given to the church
of Christ in the same way; and to the
enemies of the church of Christ. But I
would remind you simply of two passages,
in which the names of God are thus mani-
festly descriptive, because one of them has
a considerable likeness at least to the
passage before us. In the third chapter
of the Book of Exodus, we read that when
Moses asked the name of God, God said
unto Moses, “I aM that I am; thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, I am
hath sent me unto you’—where it is ob-
vious that the name is descriptive of the
reality. And again, in the thirty-fourth
chapter of Exodus we read, that the Lord
proclaimed to Moses His name. His
pame was this, ‘ the Lord, the Lord
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering,
and abundant in goodness and truth.” His
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name therefore is descriptive of His attri-
butes, and it is to be understood in no other
sense. We must remember, in like manner,
that the names of the Messiah were undeni-
ably descriptive, in several instances. He was
to be named Shiloh, because He was to be
peaceable; He was to be called Jesus—ex-
pressly because it was descriptive—*‘ Thou
shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save
His people from their sins.” So that the
analogy of the rest of the Scriptures would
lead us to think that the names here used
were meant to be descriptive of the child
to be born—* His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counseller, the mighty God,
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.”
And this may be said to be certain, because
the prediction must receive its accomplish-
ment. How has it ever received its accom-
plishment, or how can it, unless these names
were descriptive ? Neither Hezekiah nor
any other person has ever received these
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names ; nor did Jesus ever receive these
names so as to be familiarly termed by
them ; and unless He received them in this
way that they described the reality, neither |
He nor any other person has received them,
nor will receive them, and the prediction
has failed. * His name shall be called
‘Wonderful, Counseller, the mighty God,
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace,”
because He should be what those names de-
scribed. It would therefore appear that
they could not belong to Hezekiah—he
could not be all this; and it is apparent
- that as they belong to Jesus, to the Messiah
Christ, so they are descriptive of what He
should be. As we know from this and
other passages that Jesus is Christ, there-
fore these names describe what Jesus is.
“ He is Wonderful, Counseller, the mighty
God, the -everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace.”

Let us now consider them, and view in
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this passage, first, the nature of Jesus;
secondly, the government given to Him;
and, thirdly, His declared attributes.

His nature is described here, first, as
being strictly human. “ Unto us a Child
is born.”

The Messiah was not to descend into
this world as an angel from his place in glory
to dispense His favours, or communicate
instruction upon earth, but He was to be
born as a child. ‘ Unto us a Child is
- born.” When Jesus came He fulfilled that
prediction. He entered into our world in
our nature; He experienced our infirmities;
He was susceptible of fatigue ; He required
food and rest as we do; He was liable to
pain and sorrow and death as we are—in
all things manifesting Himself to have our
nature, with the exception of sin. But
if He was born as a child into this world,
He was likewise in the prediction declared
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to be given unto us as “ A Son.” He was
the Son of Mary; but this prediction inti-
mated He should be the Son of God. I
do not mean that we could argue it from
this passage alone, because it might be
limited to His sonship to His virgin mother;
but when we compare it with the language
of the New Testament, we see that it did
mean to indicate, that He should be given
to us as the Son of God. This is fre-
quently insisted on as the peculiarity of
this gift in the New Testament. ‘“ God so
loved the world, that he gave His only
begotten Son.” ‘ He that spared not His
own Son, but freely gave Him up.”
‘“ Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that God loved us, and gave His Son
to die for us.” This is God's * unspeakable
gift,”—that he who should be born into the
world as a human child, should likewise
enter it as the only begotten and eternal
Son of God. Thus combining in His own
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Person the twofold nature, Divine and
human, He was qualified to work out our
redemption. It was said in this prophecy
He should be given “to us.” “Unto us”
a Child is born, ‘‘ unto us” a Son is given.
He came for our salvation and for our
happiness. He came to live for us and to die
for us ; and thus was wholly given to us for
our welfare—to live, to die, to rise, to reign
for us, continually seeking our welfare, and
securing the happiness of those who should
believe in Him.

Secondly, it is said of H1m who was thus
to be born into this world, and yet to have a
Divine nature, that ‘the government should
be upon his shoulder.” The government

f his redeemed nation ; but besides that,
and for its sake, the governinent of the whole
world—the government of the universe
should be upon His shoulder.

Thirdly, it is said of Him that His attri-
butes shall be these—that He shall be
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* Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.”

Let us now limit our thoughts to the
first,

¢ IS NAME SHALL BE CALLED WONDERFUL."”’

In every aspect, in every view we can
take of the Redeemer, He is so “ Wonderful”
as to pass all knowledge—so  Wonderful ”
that he will justly be the object of our ado-
ration and wonder to all eternity. We
shall never by searching find Himn out com-
pletely. He shall be the theme of our
praise, the object of our adoration for ever
and ever.

He is ‘“ Wonderful,” because of those
names that are afterwards given to Him.
He must be “ Wonderful,” who is * Coun-
seller, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.” Some who

c
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would rob Him of His glory, here again
strive to enfeeble the force of the appella-
tion, and say, by this term ‘ Wonderful”
is meant only that He should be a distin-
guished, an extraordinary persou, a hero, a
geunius, a great king or conqueror—in this
sense He should be “ Wonderful,” as dis-
tinguished from other men. But let me
observe, in the first place, that the word
does not merely express distinguished and
extraordinary, but marvellous, ‘“ Wonder- -
ful.” That is the true, proper word— He
shall be called Wonderful.” It is not the
custom of Scripture to give such high-
sounding names to mere men. There is no
instance of it, but on the contrary, it speaks
of all, the highest as well as the lowest, as
being merely like the flower of the grass.
The Scripture speaks of the judges of the
earth, the greatest of its names, as being
vanity. It tells us, that before God all
nations are vanity, less than nothing; and
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never gives to man in his fallen state, with
faculties so limited, and corruption so hugs,
such a name as “ Wonderful.” This word
is never throughout Scripture given to any
man; no mere man whatever is called
“ Wonderful.” It is given constantly to
God’s works, never to man’s. God is said
to work wonders, and then this word is
used of the wonders that are ascribed to
Him, which are said to be distinctly and
exclusively His prerogative—‘ Who alone
doeth wondrous things.” When, therefore,
it is applied to the child that was to be born,
it intimates to us that He was more than
man. “ Wonderful” indeed in nature, as
.well as in all other views we can take of His
course, His character, His works, His attri-
butes and position.

He was to be called “ Wonderful "—mar-
-vellous—in nature; because combining all
the glory of a Divine nature with all the
infirmities of our fallen human unstass-,
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and therefore beyond all comprehension by
us now. Perhaps that union will be beyond
our. comprehension for ever, calling on us
in silence to adore One, whose human infir-
mities His life clearly proved to us, and
whose Divine majesty and glory were no less
certainly displayed. Perhaps He mayunfold
that union to us more, but when we see as
distinctly as we can now indeed undeceiv-
ably this great truth, it only calls upon us
to adore, but does not inflict one moment’s
doubt on our spirits. “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”  And the Word
was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory;” proving that He was
Deity by His acts and by His attributes,
and yet no less manifesting that He had
become “ bone of our bone, and flesh of
our flesh.” ¢ Great is the mystery of god-
liness, God manifest in the flesh.” And
-therefore this being the great wonder—it
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being in respect of this twofold nature
chiefly that our Redeemer is here termed
““ Wonderful,” wonders innumerable, flow-
ing from this, surround and dazzle us on all
sides. Every aspect of this glorious Person
is full of wonder. He is “ Wonderful” by
reason of the course He pursued : predicted
ever since the fall of man, in the fulness of
time He descended from heaven, came forth
from the Father, in the world was born by
the power of the Holy Ghost, who at His
baptism descended upon Him in the form of
a dove—during His ministry was transfi-
gured, so as to assume the brightness of the
sun; when He died it was only to rise
again according to His frequent predictions,
and then before numbers to ascend to His
glorious reward and throne.

He is “ Wonderful ” no less in the works
which He accomplished during His course
on earth. ‘ Wonderful,” because He could
make the elements tributary to His glory,

cR
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could hush the tempest, could walk on the
waves. ‘ Wonderful,” because He could
banish disease by a word or by a touch.
“ Wonderful,” because when the spirits had
left this earth and were separate from their
bodies, He could summon them back again
to reinhabit those bodies. ‘ Wonderful,”
because at His word devils yielded up their
victims, delivered for ever from their sway.
“ Wonderful,” by all those actions surpass-
ing human power, wrought by none others
except those to whom He had communi-
cated power and authority to do so. - He
was “ Wonderful” in those works which
terminated in the redemption of lost souls:
“ Wonderful,” because He could people
heaven with rejoicing spirits, who, but for
Him, would have been amongst the devils
doomed : ““ Wonderful,” because He could
effect the salvation of the lost, the guilty,
the helpless: “ Wonderful,” because He
thus opened heaven to those who had been
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excluded for ever from it, receiving them
successively to His own glorious presence.
Jesus Christ is no less “ Wonderful” from
the offices He came to fulfil for man, con-
bining in Himself numerous offices, any
one of which would confer . transcendant
honour on its possessor. He came as the
one great Prophet of His church, commu-
nicating the will of God to man by revela-
tion ; He came to be our great High Priest—
but unlike those who were His predecessors
and His types, Himself the sacrifice, with
His blood, He carried it not into the typical
holy of holies, but into the real holy of
holies, to accomplish our peace with God—
our Priest; and also our King, the Lord of
angels and the Lord of men, to rule over
such empire as no prince ever aspired to
govern, not only for its extent and dura-
tion, but because He was enthroned in
human consciences and hearts. The Shep-
berd of His people, He was to watch ovex
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His feeble flock till He conducted them to
the gates of glory; the Physician, who was
to cure the inveterate disease which sin had
occasioned in our fallen race; our Inter-
cessor with God, whose mediation must
ever prevail for all who put their trust in
Him. These are some of those offices, each
of them “ Wonderful,” which Jesus came to
accomplish in His own person for man. In
undertaking these offices He was * Wonder-
ful” in the merit He manifested ; for in the
salvation of man not one of the Divine
perfections could be violated in the slightest
degree ; and if the Lord Jesus Christ was
to secure heaven for us, He must merit it ;
it must be a rightful, a just, and a holy
thing, that myriads of sinners, released from
the curse of the law, should be made heirs
of glory. And He did merit it. But what
is that amount of merit that could render
it just for innumerable sinners—myriads,
thank God, before the end come, incon-
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ceivable myriads, each of whom had an
infinity of ruin before him as the due reward
of his demerit, to be all raised to glory by
the infinitely transcendant merit of this one
glorious Redeemer ?

How “ Wonderful” the Saviour, in the
wisdom: that He manifested in accomplish-
ing this redemption for us! When He
came upon earth, He alone could say that
He “ searched the hearts and the reins ;" He
alone could read the thoughts of men and
interpret them; He alone could know and
unfold the mind of God; He alone could
look through the future, near or far off, and
tell what was about to happen the next day,
the next year, or through all the centuries
the world should last. He only could com-
municate this marvellous gift to others ; He
only could give to His disciples—not an
independent power, that is incommunicable
—but by communicating he fects, W
enabled them to unfold the Yaskory SLES
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on earth ! 'We have scen already that power
subduing the elements, commanding spirits,
as well as subordinating the wills of men to
Himself; but what power did Jesus display
on the earth, when He could say to perish-
ing souls destitute of ull strength, wisdom,
and goodness, as He did when He hung
expiring in agony, apparent desertion, and
seeming weakness on the cross—declaring
with the fiat of omnipotence, that heaven
should open its gates to the felon, and
that He would welcome him to an end-
less and boundless glory! What power
did He manifest when He subdued the
most obdurate enemies and changed them
into devoted friends, like Saul of Tar-
sus! What power will He display again
at the last judgment, when invested with
Divine authority |—for, ““ the Father judgeth
no man, but hath committed all judgment
to the Son.” He shall summon before
Him, reluctant or willing, all generatious
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of men then living on the earth, and those
long buried ; shall bid them reinhabit their
bodies; awaken them from the dust of death;
call them, in company with the angels that
attend Him as His train, and the devils who
are summoned to hear their final doom;
then He shall, with irresistible power, deter-
mine and accomplish His separate judg-
ment on all the vast, the overwhelming host
of men, and the spirits before the throne.
How “Wonderful” is this Redeemer, also,
in the goodness that He manifested! How
strange, that Oue so mighty, so wise, so
great, should descend to this earth to be a
babe, should suffer poverty, shame, and
trouble; How surpassing that goodness,
that sought out and courted sorrow, that He
might rescue us from its grasp! How
“Wonderful” that goodness, that would be
repelled by no obduracy, by no folly, by
no weakness of ours, but would patiently,
steadily accomplish all those sufferings
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through which He was to work out our wel-
fare! How strange and surpassing the
goodness, which, after accomplishing our
redemption, sought us out, to save us by
constraining and all-subduing grace! How
‘“ Wonderful ” that goodness, which provides
that we should ‘‘ see Him as He is”"—man,
lost, to “be like Him,” to partake of His
glory, to enter into His joy! When we
count up the innumerable benefits His good-
ness has secured, and theun think how long
and how deeply He suffered that we might
be thus blessed, the goodness of Christ is
as unsearchable as all the other wonders
that surround his person.

Lastly, let us notice the wonders of His
majesty. He is now, as we have seen,
«“ Head over all things!” Angels delight
in serving Him: He is coming to exercise
the functions of Deity by judging all man-
kind, and is, at this moment, seated at the
right hand of the glory of God.

D
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This is a brief feeble sketch of the won-
ders that surpass all thought, which attend
this august name. We can know very little
of its meaning now—it is meant to describe
that He was glorious beyond all investiga-
tion—that we could never by searching find
out the Infinite; and all we can say and
know of this glorious Redeemer is calcu-
lated to humble us with the sense of our
limited knowledge—it might almost be said
our absolute ignorance—of what He is,
whose ‘“ love passeth knowledge,” and all
whose other perfections pass it no less.

But if Jesus is thus “ Wonderful” in
greatness, and glory, and goodness, then
think what the prospect is of those, of whom
He has condescended to say, “ I will come
again and receive you unto Myself”—
shrined with the “ Wonderful” in His glory
for ever—to see the * Wonderful” face to
face in his own empire! Happy prospect of
those who are ransomed by his blood !
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Think of the prospect they have! We are
told that when they shall see Him, for it is
His will that they should be where He is to
behold His glory,—then they ‘ shall be like
Him, for they shall see Him as He is.”
Realise that truth: they  shall be like
Him, for they shall see Him as He is.”
And with the prospect of catching some-
thing of the very radiance of this glorious
Redeemer, something of His power, perfec-
tion, goodness, and glory, think to what
He has raised those hell-doomed sinners,
who but for Him would have been crushed
under the inevitable curse of God's broken
law for ever and ever.

And if this be the prospect of believers,—
and we venture to call ourselves believers,
and hope we have trysted in Christ for our
everlasting welfare,—then let us never forget
that it is declared to be the certain mark of
all such, that they * who have this hope in
them, purify themselves even as He is
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pure.” If it is, indeed, our glory to be
with Christ hereafter and like Him, then
we must aim at conformity to Him, and
strive to please and honour Him by grow-
ing like Him now; and if we shrink from
that proof of discipleship, let us know that
we are no disciples. And if we have that
proof of discipleship, let us bless Him that
“He has given to us the knowledge that we
shall be His at the last day; and press on
still that we may reach that glorious inhe-
ritance ; and let us make Him the subject
of adoring contemplation, as we pass through
this besotted world that sees in Him no
glory, that passes Him by, that would
throw Him out of the system of revelation
of which He is the Sun, till we reach that
glorious world where His beams shine upon
all, where all His radiance,—the glory of the
redeemed, His reflected glory, and where
the danger of forgetting, denying, or dis-
honouring Him is no more. May He, the
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* Wonderful” Saviour condescend to bring
us all to this happy end. May His Spirit
now act upon our hearts and minds, that
we may be counted worthy of a place among
His family, when He ‘shall come again
in His glorious majesty” — saved from the
world, the flesh, and the devil, to praise Him
as we ought, to all eternity.

DR
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“ HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED COUNSELLER.’’

IN the former part of this passage God
predicted; that He who was to be born into
this world, as the promised Christ, should
be a Governor over His church, and over
the world ; and this great King, to be born
into this world, should be called, in the first
place, ““ Wonderful.” e should be *“ Won-
derful,” by reason of the names which He
should bear, expressive of the reality;
“ Wonderful” in His nature, in His attri-
butes, in the works which He should accom-
plish, and in His eternal and universal
dominion. :
God likewise gives to Him in this pro-
phecy, in the second place, the name of
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Counseller: “ He shall be called Counsel-
ler.” This word expresses the wisdom of a
person accustomed to give sound advice. It
is employed in the Bible frequently of those
who assisted in the councils of kings. Jona-
than, the uncle of David, was called “ a
wise counseller” to his prince; Ahithophel,
. the wisest man of his day, was termed * the
king’s counseller,” the king’s adviser. And
thus it is constantly employed, of a person
giving sound and wise advice. Jesus Christ,
who was to be born into this world, to be
the universal King, was to be a wise King,
and His name was to be called —* Won-
derful, Counseller.”
Here we are led to ask whether ‘he was
to be (as Jonathan, and Ahithophel, and
others,) the “ counseller” of kings, or whe-
ther he was to be the ‘ counseller” of His
»wn people upon the earth. The prophet
\as assisted us in answering this question,
‘hen he has spoken of God in these terms:
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“ Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord,
or being His counseller hath taught Him ?
With whom took He counsel, and who
instructed Him ?” God needs no counsel-
ler ; and though it is said in the sixth chap-
ter of the prophet Zechariah, respecting the
promised Christ—* Thus speaketh the Lord
of hosts, saying, Behold the Man whose
name is THE BRaNCH; and He shall grow
up out of His place, and He shall build
the temple of the Lord: even He shall
build the temple of the Lord; and He shall
bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon
His throne; and He shall be a Priest
upon his throne: and the counsel of peace
shall be between them both,”— yet this
would seem to express the communication
of the whole purpose and design of Jehovah,
respecting the deliverance of His people,
and the peace to be restored between heaven
and earth, rather than the receiving counsel
from Him. “ The counsel of peace” would
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< be between them both,” because the
Almighty God would communicate to Him
the whole plan of redemption, and commit
it to Him to accomplish. Thus “the coun-
sel of peace,” the plan and design by which
peace was to be produced between sinners
and God, was to be placed in His hands—
in the hands of the Man “ whose name was
The Branch” —in the hands of Him who
was to be born into the world, as the uni-
versal King; and viewing Him in this light—
as a King borp into the world, as the Man
Christ Jesus—our Lord speaks not of coun-
selling the Father, but of receiving counsel
from Him, in language like this, which we
find in the fifteenth chapter of St. John,
and the fifteenth verse, and many other
places— All things that I have heard of
my Father I have made known unto you.”
So that the usual language of Scripture
would not lead us to speak of our Redeemer,
when He came into this world, as the
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““ Counseller”’of God, but would rather lead
us to consider the word “ Counseller” as
having exclusive reference to the counsel
which He would give to man. He has
become the adviser of His people,—that
great Being who should give to all that
should ever be saved, the needful counsel,
by which they should reach everlasting life,
and thus become the  Counseller” of the
church and of the world. -

This name, then, evidently implies these
three things respecting Him ; first, that He
should possess adequate wisdom; secondly,
that he should communicate this wisdom by
positive instruction; and thirdly, that He
should advise, as well as teach—that He
should urge and persuade men to receive
that instruction. These three ideas seem
contained in this name given to Christ:
¢ He shall be called Counseller.”

I. The three attributes thus ascribed to
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Him receive abundant illustration from the
facts of His life on earth. Jesus was that
Christ, that “ Counseller.” When He came
into the world, He descended from the
bosom of God; He came forth from the
Father, and came into the world. He was
from all eternity with God, as St. John
expressly declares; and therefore being
from before the foundation of the world
with God, He would certainly know God ;
and He claimed this knowledge continu-
ally, when He was upon earth. “ As the
Father knoweth Me,” He says, ‘‘ even so
I know the Father.” He had the same
knowledge of the Father, as the Father had
of Him ; and as whatever other instruction
men had received respecting Him, they had
no independent spiritual knowledge of God,
no just acquaintance with God, so that Jesus
could say most truly to the most learned
and thoughtful of them—** Ye neither koow
Me nor my Father’—though tney oo™
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give an accurate account of all the declared
perfections of God,—so He could say, that
“no man knoweth the Son, but the Father;
“neither knoweth any man the Father, save
the Son, and He to whomsoever the Son
will reveal Him.”

As he was thus acquainted with God, He
was acquainted with men; and He could
say to each of the seven churches, and
therefore to all the churches upon the
earth—* I know thy works.” Nay, He
claimed another kuowledge than that to be
obtained by watching the works of man.
He could not only declare that He knew
the works of man, but He said expressly, in
the second chapter of the Book of Revela-
tion—** All the churches shall know that I
am He which searcheth the reins and hearts:
and I will give unto every onme of you
according to your works.” So that as He
¢ gearches the reins and the hearts,” He is
competent to judge the whole asscmbled
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myriads of mankind, when all their buried
generations shall revive, and He shall so
Jjudge the quick and dead, at His appear-
ing.  What a prodigious knowledge and
omniscience is involved in an acquaintance
with all the demerit of every being that has
ever lived on the earth; involving a just
perception, not only of the thoughts, but of
the most latent motive that ever mingled
with the least action that has been per-
formed on the earth, which will all be
brought into judgment by Him of whom
the apostle could say—* We must all stand
before the judgment seat of Christ!” And,
therefore, being thus acquainted with God
and with man—having all knowledge—He
who is the searcher of the heart has wisdom
enough to guide His people through time
to eternity, and to be their most effectual
and safest “ Counseller.”

II. But the term implies, further, that
He would cammunicate instruction, 8
E
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well as be qualified to do so. And this
includes the fulfilment of an earlier pro-
mise, made by Moses to the church of
God, in the eighteenth chapter of the Book
of Deuateronomy, where he says:— The
Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a
prophet from the midst of thee, like unto
Me.” Jesus came, then, to be this pro-
phet, to speak with authority from God,
and thus to communicate that instruction
to mankind, and especially to believers,
which was needful for their welfare. He
came, according to the Divine appointment,
to reveal the character of God, which He
knew; and, Himself ‘perfec't.ly acquainted
with God, to communicate to mankind that
amount of knowledge respecting God which
they were capable of receiving. He could
therefore say repeatedly, when He was upon
earth, that He had manifested the name. of
God (that is, His character,) to His disci-
ples, who received His instruction. I
bave,” He seid, “ declared unto them Thy
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name, and will declare it,”—making known
to them all the perfections of God.

Thus instructing them, He was qualified
to fulfil a prediction, which we find in the
sixty-first chapter of Isaiah, that He should
come to communicate glad tidings to His
own people: “ The Spirit of the Lord God
is upon Me, because the Lord hath anointed
Me to preach good tidings unto the meek.”
Whoever should be found made by grace
to be humble, and as perishing transgressors
needing a Saviour, should have “ glad tid-
ings” communicated to them; and that
promise implies the whole of the revelation
which God has given us by Christ; the
revelation of our condition and prospects,
the revelation of all the doctrine which was
needful for us to receive, and the revelation
of all those practical precepts by which we
might be guided through life. Jesus came,
as the Prophet of His church, “to preach
glad tidings to the meek.” He has ful-
filled that office, and in Tis Word ‘ws
communicated to us an amount of RGOS



40 MESSIAH, THE COUNSELLER.

knowledge such as the world could not
otherwise have attained, and which is per-
fectly caleulated to answer all the purposes
He designed.

He has revealed to us our condition as
sinners distinctly. He has shown us that
we are perishing, by a plain declaration
which He has given us Himself, and which
His apostles have subsequently given us by
His authority; He has unfolded to us dis-
tinctly that we may be saved gratuitously
by trusting in Him; He has made known
to us the grace of God-to convinced and
confiding sinners, who would thus trust in
His blood when they had nothing else to
trust to; He has unfolded to us our im-
mortality, shown us the kingdom of glory
and the place of ruin, directed us distinctly
and plainly as to the road which we must
take to escape the one and to reach the
other—giving us at the same time, by Him-
self and His inspired apostles, (the messen-
gers whom He sent forth to the world, to
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convey His message to mankind,) all those
aids needful for us in our weakness, by
which we may reach in safety the eternal
life He has opened to our view.

While He has thus given us this body of
doctrine, which we could not have obtained
without Him, and which is perfect in all its
parts, leaving nothing for us to desire,
although we might have our curiosity often
gratified—but containing, if we are serious
and earnest, all the directions necessary to
guide us along the safest and most pleasant
road to the happiest end,—He has given us
precepts equally valuable, and abundantly
calculated to direct each of us, while in this

~ world, to all that it is our advantage to cul-
tivate or avoid.  He has taught us that we
must believe in Him, that we must follow
Him, that we must abide in Him, that we must
love Him, that we must obey His law, that
we must imitate His example, that we must
pray in His name, and so doing, has
attached the most abundant promises ‘o
E 2
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these habits ; and with respect to our con-
duct towards God and towards each other,
has given us all the advice which we need ;
He has counselled us to love God supremely;
He has counselled us further to love others
as ourselves; and if we follow His instruc-
tions in His Word, we shall be upright,
honourable, just, and true; we shall be
sober and chaste, and amiable, as well as
firm; we shall be meek, and gentle, and
patient, and forgiving, while adhering to
truth and duty. If we follow His instruc-
tions, we shall cultivate every social virtue,
and repress every thing which can either
injure others or dishonour God, and may
form, by a regard to His instructions, such -
characters as are never formed upon any
other plan. If we only follow His guidance,
we may rise to the greatest attainments, and
all social excellencies, while we are mani-
fesily preparing for His kingdom of glory.
So that if we fail in amy of these particu-
Jars, either in our conduct towards God or
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towards each other, it is not for want of
instruction, but simply from the perverseness
or infirmity of our own hearts. His guid-
ance is complete, and he has abundantly
fulfilled the office which He came to ex-
ercise, as the predicted Prophet of His
people.

III. But there is & third thing evidently
contained in the name before us. When it
was said that Jesus, the Son of Mary,
the “ Child” born into this world, the uni-
versal King, should be a ¢ Counseller,” it
was further implied that He should advise
us—that He should not merely give us
instruction, but urge us to receive that
instruction—that He should not merely un-
fold to us truth and duty, but should like-
wise persuade us to embrace the truth, and
to follow the instructions which He gives.
He was to come that He might be our
“ Counseller.” As the former part ot W=

office implies that He shouwld insurach ™S
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people by His Word, so this further unfolds
to us that He should be an effectual instructor.
He is no less the teacher of His people, as
their Prophet, now, than He was when He
orally conveyed instruction to His disciples,
or to the Jewish multitudes. Of this He
has informed us, when He said to His disci-
ples—* Go ye, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; and lo!
I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world.” He is, then, still the teacher
of mankind, because ‘“to the end of the
world” He was to accompany the efforts of
His disciples to teach the nations. ¢ Go
ye, and teach all nations; and lo! I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the
world !”

With respect, therefore, to the instructions
given by His inspired apostles, the apostle
Paul could say to the Colossian church—
“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you

riehly;” and in listening to the instructions
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conveyed by them, they listened to the
instructions of Christ. Those instructions
have descended to us, and the New Testa-
ment is the teaching of Christ to each
of us. By Himself and by His apostles,
He has in that Book embodied all the
instruction, of a doctrinal and of a practical
kind, which was needful to make us wise
and happj.

But we wanted something more than this,
or else His office of prophet would have
failed to accomplish its design. Those
whose hearts are set against the truth, who
are enveloped in incurable prejudices, and
whose levity cannot be reduced to serious-
ness, but who, nevertheless, have all the
instruction which the revelation of God in
His Word could give, yet remain in utter
spiritual darkness; and therefore, if Jesus
was to be our prophet, and if He was to
teach us in a manner that might save oux
souls, He must teach us effectusily. W=

must make the truth to tesch our Sade
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standings and our hearts. And this He in
fact did, when He told His disciples that
He would give to them another Comforter,
who should abide with them. for ever, and
added—* He shall teach you all things.”
Now this promise is a promise of inspira-
tion to His twelve apostles—that they
should receive from Him unerring instruc-
tion in all that it was necessary for us to
know ; so that they might reveal to us His
mind, without any admixture of error. But
although in this and other promises He
gave them that assurance, and has fur-
nished us with a warrant for believing that
their words are His words, yet still, as all
His disciples would need that teaching,—
not inspiration, but such an influence of
the Holy Ghost as should guide them into
a saving acquaintance with truth,—we may
infer that the promise itself was meant to
apply further than to those twelve apostles,
and that He meant, what in fact has taken
Place, that the Spirit of God descending
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from Him should guide all who needed
teaching into a saving acquaintance with
Divine truth.

Perhaps we might not be able so to ex-
pound this passage, if it stood alone. As
it certainly applies to the illumination and
guidance of His apostles, it might have been
referred to that alone ; but there are many
passages in the New Testament which
show that this additional instruction is
needed by all, and was promised to all.
Indeed, he led His disciples to expect
this, when He said of the mission of the
Comforter—*“ He shall convince the world
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.”
¢ He shall convince ” sinners of their ruined
state, by making them see the guilt of their
rejecting Christ ; “ He shall convince”
sinners, hitherto obdurate, * of righteous-
ness '—that there is a righteousness to be
imputed to them by God, wrought out
through the sacrifice of Christ. “ Of
righteousness, because I go to My Fathes,
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and ye see Me no more.” The resurrectior
and ascension of Jesus Christ, under the
teaching of the Spirit, should be a sufficient
proof to men that there should be a * justi-
fication through faith in His blood,” which
those who were taught of Him should
welcome.

Now as it was promised that He should
not only convince the apostles, but all
mankind,—at first a small company of
His people, brought out of the world, from
age to age, and at length mankind (for He
shall ultimately convince the world), we
might expect that even to our own day He
would still communicate the Spirit, to en:
lighten mankind, as He had ‘communicatec
the revelation of truth by His disciples
And this, we learn from the apostles, He
did. Before He ascended to His glory
St. Luke informs us, in the twenty-fourt}
chapter of his Gospel, He “ opened thei
understandings, that they might under
stand the Scriptures.” Not merely de:
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claring the doctrine that could be found in
the Old Testament respecting Him, but re-
moving the prejudice and the blindness from
their minds, so that their understandings
should no longer repel those doctrines, or
be incapable of observing them. ¢ Then
opened He their understandings, that they
might understand the Scriptures.” Now that
which was thus accomplished for the chosen
eleven, was afterwards accomplished for the
whole of the Christian churches; otherwise
the apostle Paul could not have prayed for
the Ephesian Church: ¢ Wherefore I also
cease not to give thanks for you, making
mention of you in my prayers, that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give unto you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
Him, the eyes of your understanding being
enlightened.” These Christians at Ephesus
were to receive the Spirit of God as a
¢ Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Christ, 50 that their wnder-
F
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standings might be enlightened,” which
was something clearly distinct from the
revelation which in itself might leave them
still in darkness. Again, the heart of
Lydia at Philippi would have remained
closed against the Gospel, unless Christ
had opened her heart.  Whose heart the
Lord opened, that she attended unto the
things which were spoken of Paul.” Now
that which was accomplished for one person,
brought by grace to receive the Gospel, is
equally necessary for all: and as God is no
respecter of persons, and not. capricious in
the dispensation of His gifts, we might
expect that those generally who are brought
to Christ would be brought in the same
manner—their hearts being opened, so that
they should no longer repel the truth by
their hardness, their neglect, their levity,
their indifference, or by any of those evil
passions which obstruct the way of the
truth in the minds and hearts of &0 meny.
And this is the way in which persons e
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brought into subjugation to the Gospel ; it
is not by their own unassisted efforts, but
as the apostle Peter tells us, in the first
chapter of his first epistle, that the Chris-
tians of histime “ purified their souls, in
obeying the truth, through the Spirit.” No
man is brought to yield to the truth of God,
which is obnoxious and hateful to us in our
fallen state—no man brings his heart into
subjection to the truth, and comes under its
subduing power, except God the Spirit leads
him so to do. “Ye have purified your
souls, in obeying the truth, through the
Spirit.”

Hence, then, the Lord Jesus Christ still
communicates His Spirit to men, in order
to open their understandings and their
hearts ; just as He did when at the out-
pouring of His Spirit on the day of Pente-
cost, three thousand were subdued at once
by the Guspel, and disregarding ell the
differences in their circumstences, oM

patting away from them sl considersions



52 MESSIAH, THE COUNSELLER.

of worldly ease or comfort altogether, at
once embraced the Gospel of Christ,—just
a8 much does Jesus Christ now communi-
cate His Spirit, to subdue men to Himself,
in the same manner, and is thus their
effectual Counseller. He has given in-
struction by His Word, but He makes that
instruction effectual by His Spirit. He is
their prophet, and He is their Counseller.
: 'All the instruction He has given is
sincere, and calculated. to act upon our
minds and hearts, if our prejudice of under-
standing is removed, and if the bad passions
of our hearts are controlled. He is. * the
amen,” according to the name which He him-
self assumes, “the faithful and true wit-
ness,” none of whose words deceive us,
and whose revelation of truth will stand,
when heaven and earth pass away. But
in order to feel the force of this sin-
cerity, and to confide in this perfect truth,
we must have the instruction Wia Spit
&ives; the Spirit of God must prepare ow
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minds and hearts. And He sends forth
that Spirit still in this capacity, towards the
church, as “ Counseller,” in order that the
sincerity of His instructions may act upon
our minds and hearts.

By this effectnal teaching we learn also
to feel the kindness of His instructions:
there is something in the instructions of
Christ, when prejudice is over, which is more
calculated to affect and subdue us than any
thing else is likely to do. The instructions,
doctrinal and practical, which He has given
us in His Word, by Himself and by His
apostles, are the instructions of One who
died to make us happy, who has borne our
punishment Himself, who has released -us
from the penalty due to our sins, (which
would have made us miserable for ever,) not
merely by the word of a monarch, but by
undergoing the sentence Himself; and
there is something so divinely compas-
sionate, so unspeakably condescending ™

this act of Christ, that when the preyolace
F2
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of the mind and the corrupt passions of
the heart, which obstruct the entrance of
the truth, are removed by grace, it is abun+
dantly calculated to subdue our hearts to
Himself. He who, when He was upon
earth, taught His disciples as though He
had been their brother, and said to them—
“Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever
I command you; henceforth I call you not
servants, for the servant knoweth not what his
lord doeth ; but I have called you friends”
—is as gracious still,.and in His glory does
not hesitate, as He has taught us by the
apostle Paul, to eall every believer in Him
His brother: “ For this cause He is not
ashamed to call them brethren.” And
therefore this instruction, given in the New
Testament, is the instruction of one who
loves us, and if we are His disciples, one
who is watching over us, one who sympa-
thises with all we feel, one who is un-
speakably patient, one Wwho says % s
anquestionably, just whathe sad t those



MESSIAH, THE COUNSELLER. 55

around Him, when He was upon earth—
““ Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and
heavy laden, .and I will give you rest;"
** Take My yoke upon you, and learn of
Me, for T am meek and lowly in heart.”
He who on earth was “meek and lowly
in heart, and . therefore a teacher to whom
the sinful, and the ignorant, and the de-
préssed might love to come, is still as con-
descending in His glory as He was ‘“ meek
and lowly” upon earth ; and when any one
asks Him' for ‘wisdom,  giveth liberally
and upbraideth not.” Heis thus calculated
in every way to fulfil the office which was
assigned Him in this prophecy, when it
was said that “ His name should be called
Counseller.”

- How He counselled sinners, when He
was upon earth, we may judge by some
instances upon record. He was a good
“ Counseller” to Matthew, when He not
only said to him, * Follow Me;’ ot vy e

pervading influence of Ris Spimt mede e
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publican give up all his worldly prospects,
associate himself with His followers, and
at once follow Him himself. He was s
good “ Counseller” to Mary Magdalene,
when, according to God’s promise, He
spoke those “ good tidings of great joy,”
which announced that to her, all ruined as
she was, there was a great and free salva-
tion, and by the influence of His Spirit
accompanying that message, so wrought
in her soul that she could not repress the
floods of penitential and joyful emotion,
with which she expressed her gratitude for
such a Master. He was a good ‘ Coun-
seller” to Mary of Bethany, when, as she
sat at His feet and listened to His word,
He made that word so to penetrate her
heart, that she was satiated with that
heavenly wisdom., He was a good “ Coun-
seller” to Paul, when He made him so
listen to His words, as to cause him, re-
nouncing all his proud independence, o
sy at once, Pharisee as he was ‘0 Nosk
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hour—* Lord, what wouldest Thou have
me to do ?” He was a good ““ Counseller ”
to Zaccheus, when He not only made him,
by the efficacy of His grace, welcome Him
to his house, but also to his heart, and
seeing. the thorough and eternal change
wrought in the covetous and grinding
publican, could say to' him— Verily, this
day is salvation come to this house, foras-
much as he also is a son of Abraham.”

-~ Now what he wrought in the lives, and
minds; and hearts of these persons, by his
effectual counsel, He is working every day
in the hearts, and lives, and minds of
numbers. He is present in every worship-
ping assembly, present in every household
where a few meet together in His name,
present with every single person seeking
His aid. Our blessed Redeemer is still the
s Counseller” of perishing sinners, both by
His Word and by His Spirit, enlightening,
their understandings and sobduing e

hearts,—go that many are UnARTYEOWOY W
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cisely the same change which was wrought in
Matthew, and in Mary Magdalene, and in
Mary of Bethany, and in Saul of Tarsus,
and in Zaccheus. This great change is
wrought, not so much by the instrumen-
tality of the Gospel, as by the agenocy
Christ employed to make that instrumen-
tality effectual : so that those who are
trifling become serious ; those who are
selfish become affectionate ; those who are
of desperate worldliness, attaching all their
hopes to this world, grow spiritual ; those
who would indulge their own will, though
ruin was before them, become submissive
to the will of God, and obey the Gospel;
those who were destitute of principle be-
come high-principled: and these changes,
wrought in the hearts of many, last through
life. The noblest characters are formed,
just as they were then, from the most un-
promising materials; and these changes,
which might be thought only deskined o
last for a day, as they Were Wrought W™ w
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day, are proved to be everlasting — the
foundation of perpetual improvement: so
that those who are “led by the Spirit” de-
monstrate, by growing godliness, though
they were once profane and earthly, that
“ being led by the Spirit, they are the sons
of God,” and are preparing for everlasting
joy.

Christ is a good ““ Counseller” still, to
all who listen to His counsels. Oh! that
He would condescend to make us compre-
hend His gooduess, in relation to His
church! We have to listen to His instruc-
tions, to remember that He is the living
and ever-present Saviour, who is present
with every one who seeks His care and
grace. When he was appointed of God to
become a Prophet to His Church, it was
with this distinct admonition to those for
whom He should exercise this office : “He
shall speak unto them all that T ghell com-
mand Him ; and it shall come o pess, ek
whosoever will not hearken ko My Wosds-



by His Son in vain. “H
sundry times and in div
through fifteen hundred ye
various methods of Divine
to those holy men who cons
Testament, “spoken to ou
not in vain at length * spok
His Son;” and if the langu
has used be not heeded, (
are thousands in this very
them not,) then God has st
come to pass, that whosc
hearken to My words, wl
speak in My name, I will

-3 .-
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And therefore, my brethren, let us listen
to Him. The exhortation which God has
given us is, that we should listen to Him.
As much as though He were still on this
earth, as much as though we sat around
Him on the Mount, when He discoursed to
the Jewish multitudes, let us now make His
Word our guide—read it, think over it,
grasp it, keep it—constantly maintaining
the truths we receive from it, and abiding
by the precepts which it unfolds. We must
listen to Christ. As Mary sat at His feet
and listened to Him, and Jesus distinctly
eulogised her choice, when He said she had
““ chosen that good part which should not
be taken away from her,”—so let us love
to learn from our Lord and Saviour. Let
us receive the Word, which He has given
us, coming to us by His authority; and
more than that—as He promises the gift
of His Holy Spirit, to make that Waord
effoctual—let us look to Him for Tnex Wee-

wise. And surely that prayer, When Woe
G
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apostle Paul could make for the church at
Ephesus, should be the prayer which each
one of us puts up for himself: that we
may receive “the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him: the
eyes of our understanding being en-
lightened.”

But if we listen to His words, we must
ever listen practically. Christ has declared
that those who hear His words, and do not
keep them, have no more a solid foundation
for their eternal happiness than the man
has for temporal security who has built his
house upon the sand ; the higher it rises,
and the more solid the structure, the more
certain is it to perish, for the want of a
foundation ; he, and he alone, who listens
to the words of Christ, and keeps them,
is the man that has built his hope as a
structure founded upon a rock. And there-
fore let us welcome each doctrine which
Christ has given us, to our hearts, snd sim
" to follow each precept which 18 founded
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upon those doctrines. By so doing our
peace may grow ; wc may be useful to our
fellow men, we may glorify God, and may
be mamfestly and daily preparing for the
kingdom of glory,—known to ourselves, and
to all around us, to be the children of God,
because we are led by His Spirit, according
to His Word.

Oh! let us take heed that we do not dis-
regard this office of Christ; but on the
contrary, since we have the privilege of
looking to Him as our “ Counseller” at
this moment, let us resolve, by God's help,
to go to Him as our ‘ Counseller” every
day; intending to be led by Him in all
things, to be guided by His Word, and to
have that Word made effectual by Christ
himself through the gift of His Spirit.
He will not disregard our efforts or our
wishes. As many of us as have formed
these habits have found a blessing in them.
If we have made Christ our © Counsdler]
and have sought instruction fiom Ws
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Word, and from Him by His Spirit, w
have already attained to spiritual knowledg
and much comfort: let us persevere in it
And may they who have never formed thos
habits, through God’s help begin at once
and since it is said of Jesus, the Saviow
the Christ, that He is the ‘ Counseller” ¢
His church and of the world, let all of us
feeling our need of guidance and control
come to Him every day, to be taught “th
truth as it is in Him,” and to learn fron
Him those practical rules of action, which
penetrating our hearts and forming ou
character, may enable us to discharge ou
duties aright while here below, and prepar
us for the employments of heaven here
after.
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¢ HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED, THE MIGHTY GOD.”’
Isaiah, ix. 6.

THis prediction, like the preceding, refers
to the promised Child, who was to come
into the world, “ to be a light to lighten
the Gentiles, and the glory of His people
Israel.” “ The government” was to * be
upon His shoulder,” and “ His name” was
to ‘“ be oalled Wonderful, Counseller, the
Mighty God.” As we have already seen,
He was not to bear those names familiarly,
but to be what those names describe.
Jesus, the Messiah, to whom this predic-
tion refers, never bore these names literally
whilst on earth, but was what they describe;
according to the language in the book of
God elsewhere, respecting the Almighty
Himself and others, in which X W teoge-
scnted to us, that to be called ¢ W ondetia\]

G 2
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meant that He should be truly wonderful in
His nature, in His attributes, and in His
works. This wonderful King was to be
called ¢ Counseller,” because He was to be
wise, to instruct the human race; and He
was to be called “ the Mighty God,” be-
cause He was to be a monarch as powerful
as He was wise, and, therefore, able to bear
the burden of His universal government,
and impose His laws upon mankind. He
was, therefore, to be called “ Wonderful,
Counseller, the Mighty God.”

He was to be called ““ the Mighty God,”
because He was to be so—to be God the
Mighty, and, consequently, eould exercise
the universal government He was destined
to establish and to uphold.

Considering the claims of christianity—
the obligation that lies on every one who
receives it, to change his whole life, and to
live to God—it was not in the least likely
that it should be established in the world

without numerous enemies, and the owk
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persevering opposition. It was not in the
least likely that the enemies of the Deity of
Christ (that is, of christianity) should pass
by a passage like this, which establishes
his Deity ; it was to be expected that inge-
nuity would be taxed to the utmost, to
make it mean something which it does not
mean ; and because the truth founded on it
is so great, and because the consequences
to be proved from it are so momentous,
it is right before we use it as an instru-
ment of establishing this truth — before
we let our spirits rest upon it, and be
filled with it—it is right that we should
consider the proofs that these words are
rightly translated, and that Jesus was to be
called —that is, He was to be —  the
Mighty God.”

There have been many efforts made to
make these words mean something else.
One learned writer would alter these three
words thus: “ Counseller, Mighty GRJ
he would translate, * ConsoMer of oo
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Mighty God.” But in changing the
into that expression he has given t
word “ Counseller” a sense which it
bears, and cannot bear ; it does not

one who consults another, but one
gives counsel to another. It is an:
participle, expressing the fact that one
sults another. Nor do either, as le
men assure us, the accents or the |
permit that the word “ Counseller” s
be connected thus with * The Mighty (
It is, therefore, a false interpretation
phrase does not mean ‘‘ Consulter o
Mighty God ;” it means * Counselle
Mighty God.”

Another enemy of the Deity of Chx
learned and in many respects an estir
man, proposes to render it, “ The Coun:
of God the Mighty:” but there are
same objections to his proposal as t
other. The word * Counseller” ca

according to the writing of the wor
“ The Counseller of God,” but s
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by itself; and the words ¢ Mighty God”
cannot be separated, but must be taken
together. Moreover, “ The Counseller of
God” is a phrase never found in the Scrip-
tures, and to which no good meaning can
be attached, whilst the other expression,
“ The Mighty God,” is repeatedly found
there, and found in the same connexion.
So that it is to do violence to the use of
language in the Old Testament, to change
« The Counseller, the Mighty God,” into
the expression, ““ The Counseller of God
the Mighty.” 4

It has, therefore, been proposed by ano-
ther enemy of the Deity of Christ, that the
passage should be rendered thus: “ His
name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller,
God is mighty,”—implying not that He
should be called ““ the Mighty God,” but
that He should express to man the truth
that God is mighty. But names of this
kind occur frequently in Seripture, and (e
connexion of them is litfle different \o W,
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These words are E! Gibbor, ** the Migl
God;” and if the word had been such
Gabriel, Michael, and others, it must hs
been Gibbor El, and not E! Gibbor. A
therefore, if we take it as a name, it m:
mean “ the Mighty God,” and not “ G
is mighty.”

This, other learned adversaries of Chu
have seen and owned ; and, therefore, so:
of them propose to separate these t
words, still against the interpretation whi
the Jewish editors and transcribers of i
Bible have given to it, and would call ¥
name “ Counseller, God, Mighty”—* Cot
seller, £/, Mighty.” But besides that, acco:
ing to the pointing of the words, the tv
words * Mighty God” cannot be separate
passing by this grand criticism altogeth
it is obvious that the words cannot be
used—it is trifling with them, for the we
El, if it does not mean God, must have
original meaning, in which it is,n w€

Places out of many in Scripture, trens)
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““ Power.” The expression would, there-
fore, stand thus: ‘ He shall be called
Counseller, Power, Mighty;” a feeble tau-
tology, you perceive: mighty, mighty, and
nothing else. To give such a sense is evi-
dently to trifle with the language ; and no
man could have imagined such a mode of
evading the difficulty, unless some great
difficulty were to be evaded.

The most powerful, however, of all these
efforts to evade its force, seems to be that of
a very learned antagonist to the Deity of
Christ, who would translate the phrase,
‘ the mighty hero,” the mighty.Z/, assert-
ing that the word £/ may mean not God,
but man. Now a very fow plain remarks
may serve to show how utterly incapable
this supposition is of being maintained.

In the first place, the word £/ occurs
many times—certainly above a hundred
times, probably many more, in the Qld
Testament. In these places it ocours SNmesk

uniformly as the name of God, snd s~
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quently in the most emphatic passages, of
which it will be sufficient to mention two.
In the first verse of the 17th chapter of
Genesis, we read these words: ““ I am the
Almighty EI; walk before Me, and be
thou perfect.” When God would speak of
His supremacy and his almightiness, His
being alone self-existent, He speaks of him-
self as £/:— I am the Almighty £I.” So
in the 90th Psalm, in a passage solemnly
declaring the eternity of this mysterious
Being, the expression is this: ““ Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever
Thou hadst formed the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou
art God.” Thou art E!; not Jekovah,
but EI. 8o that in many of the most
solemn passages of Scripture this name is
given to God. On the other hand, there
is not, I believe, a single passage where
this word, in the singular, is applied to
man. It would, therefore, be contrary o
‘he whole language of the OW Tesiament,
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if in this passage it were to be referred to
man, and were to be translated, * the
mighty man,” ‘“ the mighty hero.”

There are various passages, further, in
which the word £/ is distinctly contrasted
with man; of which it is enough to men-
tion two. Thus it is said in the 28rd of
Numbers, and the 19th verse, “ God is not
a man"—* £/ is not man.” Now, if the
word £/ meant man, this sentence would
read, ‘‘ man is notman”—* £/ is not man,”
whereas the word E!/ (God) is distinctly
contrasted with man, and therefore cannot
be supposed to mean man., Again, in the
28th of Ezekiel, at the second verse, it is
said to the king of Tyre, “ Thou art a
man, and not £/ Why, if £/ meant man,
it would be, “ Thou art a man, and not a
man.” So that the contrast between the
word Z! and man, shews that a force has
been put upon the word by that learned
writer, who would translate the porese oe-
fore us, ““ the mighty hero.”

H
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Again, there are passages which
tinctly declare that there is but one
and that there is no other; whereas, if
could mean a man, there might be m
such. If we turn to the 45th of Ist
(and there are many similar passag
we read in the 22d verse, * Look ¢
Me and be ye saved, all the ends of
earth; for I am Z/, and there is n
else.” If man could be £/, and the w
could mean simply * a hero,” a man, tl
might be many such, and the Lord cc
not say, “ I am X/, and there is n
else.”

Moreover, this expression, “ mig
God,” El Gibbor, is in various places
name God has selected for himself. S
a passage we read in the 10th of Isa
at the 21st verse: “ The remnant s
return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto
Gibbor,” * the Mighty God.” Jeho
there assumes the name which n the

sage before us is given to theMe
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which should be born into the world. We
here read, “ His name shall be called £/
Gibbor;” and in this verse of the 10th of
Isaiah, and various other places, it is said,
“ The remnant shall return, even the rem-
nant of Jacob, unto E! Gibbor,” ‘ the
Mighty God.”

These passages seem distinctly and un-
deniably to prove that the plain natural
meaning of the words is the one before us,
 Mighty God ;” which is the more easily
believed to be the meaning, with reference
to the Messiah, because, in the 7th chapter
of Isaiah, & similar name is given to the
Messiah : “ Behold, a virgin shall conceive,
and bear a son, and his name shall be
called Emmanuel, God with us.” So that
the Messiah had previously received a name
very similar to that in this passage, the
one prophecy stating He should be called
«“ Bl Gibbor,” and the other, He should be
called “ Emmanuel, God with ws.

These passages, then, prove W 20 honest
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and earnest person, who wishes to derive hi
views of truth simply from God’s Word
that the Messiah to be born into the work
was to have the name of the one eternal
incomprehensible, almighty, unchangeabl
God. “ His name shall be called th
Mighty God.” If this passage stood alone
it would be difficult to evade its force; bu
even if this passage, and ten others like it
were to be subtracted from the Word o
God, the Deity of Christ, that great funda
mental truth of our religion, would remai
still surrounded with a splendour of evi
dence which no honest and earnest min(
could resist. The whole Book of God i
full of it. God has given to the Messial
in His Word all His own names; He ha
revealed in His Word that Jesus ou
Saviour has all his glorious and incommu
nicable attributes; He has distinctly am
repeatedly told us in His Word that Jesu
‘executes all the functions of Dexy, tul&l
all the works of God; and finslly, Ve
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solemnly declared that Jesus has all the
honours of God.

There are four names by which the
Almighty is especially designated in the
Bible, besides this name of £!. These are
Jehovah, Adonai, Elohim, and Theos. All
these names are given to Jesus in the
inspired Word. He is called Jekovah in
the 6th of Isaiah ; He is called 4Adonai in
the 3d of Malachi, and various other
places; He is termed Elokim in the 45th
Psalm; and He is termed 7%eos conti-
nually. “ In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was God.” “ Take heed to
yourselves, and unto all the flock of God,
over which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the flock of God, which
He hath purchased with His own blood.”
* Of Him, as concerning the flesh, Christ
came, who is over all, God blessed for
ever.” ‘ Great is the mystery of godliness;
God was manifest in the flesh.’ The wew
)erverse criticisms are not able O YPIONS \©

H 2
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me that these words mean anything b
what they express, that Jesus is £/ Gibbc
the one Almighty God; and whereas t
Almighty declared in one place that H
name was incommunicable and incompr
hensible, being ¢ I aM THAT I AM,” a
said that Moses should declare to b
people, ““ T aM hath sent me unto you,” tl
self-existent, eternal, and incomprehensib
Jesus Christ, when he would declare to t
Jews that He had lived before the time

Abraham, though He was at that time
man less than thirty-three years of age

this world, solemnly said, *“ Before Abraha
was, I am.” So, then, He bears all tl
names of God.

Moreover, the Word of God declares,
innumerable places, that He has the att
butes of God. The Word of God declar
that Jesus came down from heaven, th
He was the companion of God, that I

was with the Father from all eternity, a1
was Himself eternal. It spesks of Y
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exercising omnipotent power; He is also
declared to be omnipresent and omniscient.
Distinctly does the Apostle say of IHim,
that He is unchangeable. And thus all
the great and incommunicable attributes of
God are ascribed to Jesus our Saviour.
. Nor less distinctly do the Scriptures
speak of Him as executing all the powers
of God. The works that He wrought when
He was upon earth were such as nothing
but the Divine power could accomplish ;
and those works were wrought in His
name, and therefore by His own Divine
power. He banished disease, He com-
manded the elements, He made the very
devils obey Him, He created food, He re-
called departed spirits to their bodies, which
they had deserted, and Himself, by His
own power, rose again from the dead, after
He had descended into the grave. These
are the works of God.
But the Scriptures obviously, WD Toswy
Places, ascribe to Him {hese powets W >
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sense far higher than those miracles which
He wrought when He was upon earth.
“By Him were all things created,” the
apostle declares in his epistle to Colossians.
“God by Him made the worlds,” we read
at the commencement of St. John’s Gospel.
“In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God.
All things were made by Him ; and with-
out Him was not anything made that was
made.” He is also declared by the apostle
Paul, in several places, to * uphold all
things.” Heis the Preserver of those worlds
which He has formed:  upholding all
things by the word of His power.” To
" Him is ascribed, as God, the power of
forgiving sins. He forgave them when He
was upon earth ; and hence the apostle, in
writing to the churches, could tell them
that they were forgiven their sins by Christ.
Zo Him is ascribed also the power of rais-
ing the dead. He has lifc in Himsel§, snd
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can restore life to our decayed frames. He
will, by His mighty word, at length raise
the dead ; and this Glorious Being, now on
the throne of the universe, will at length
summon all departed beings to His bar,
and will there, with a power nothing less
than infinite, and a knowledge truly divine,
determine, according to the secret thoughts
of all the millions that ever lived, their
destinies in the eternal world. So that
the works of God are likewise frequently
ascribed to Jesus our Saviour, in the Holy
Scriptures.

And, lastly, God has declared that He
should have the honour of God. It was
His will that *‘ all men should honour the
Son even as they honour the Father;”
and for this reason was it assigned to Him,
that He should judge the quick and dead at
His appearing and His kingdom. Angels,
when He came into this world, were there-
fore summoned to worship the Mun, St

Jesus; and when he sscended vy \© Ww
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glory, by His own Divine power, then did
all of His Disciples begin to call upon His
name, and worship Him as God. Just
as they invoked the name of God, so did
they invoke the name of Jesus; just as
they spread out their wants before their
heavenly Father, so did they spread them
out before their Divine Redeemer. All
beings are destined to bow the knee before
Him, reluctantly or voluntarily.  Where-
fore God hath highly exalted Him, and
given Him a name which is above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven, and things
on earth, and things under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Do not these frequent expressions of
God’s Word, then, sustain the statement
before us, and prove that we cannot err
when we believe this prediction to mean
that Jesus, the Christ, should Ye called

“the Mighty God ?” 1f He wers not “ Yoe
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Mighty God,” just consider for a moment
what the consequences of that supposition
must be.

If Jesus is not ““the Mighty God,” but
is what a learned enemy of Christianity
declares, an illustrious man, why then,
Jesus Christ misled His disciples, and
misled His enemies, when He was on
earth. When He claimed to be one with
God; when He declared Himself to be the
Son of God, so that He had a right to work
on His sabbath, as His Father worked ;
when He proclaimed that He was the
“I am;” when He declared that by His
own power He would rise again from the
dead,—he led the Jews to believe that He
was an impostor; they believed it, and
He never undeceived them : He still main-
tained His assertions, and led them to
believe He was a deceiver. Now if He
were not, and if He knew He was not, “the
Mighty God,” then He was an wwagoster,
and the Jews were right ; and hekwesn Aas
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statement—that Jesus is an impostor, and
Jesus is ““ the Mighty God"—there is no
standing place, there is no rest for the
mind. It is vain to say He is worthy
of our profound veneration, but not worthy
to be adored ; Jesus is either God, or Jesus
was a blasphemer, and the Jews were right ;
and if they ought not to have bowed to
Him, as their Divine Redeemer, then, by
the Mosaic law, they were bound to put
Him to death. But He who claimed these
glories, died for our sakes in the hands of
His enemies ; by an energy the grave could
not resist, and devils could not extinguish,
rose again, and in sight of His admiring
and joyful followers ascended up to His
glory. Therefore, Jesus was ““ the Mighty
God.”

If He were not God, then had the Jews
only judged rightly in putting Him to death,
according to the Mosiac law. For that

God would have blessed them, who declared
that if they resisted and rejected Wolatry,
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they should be blessed by Him. But for
that very act those Jews were then sentenced
to rapid destruction, and the wrath of God
speedily came upon them to the utmost ;
and now, through many centuries, for a work
which if Jesuswasnot *“the Mighty God,” was
a wark of justice and of duty, they are
miserable wanderers upon the earth. Could
God thus punish an action which would be
in itself landable, if Jesus were not God ?

And what were His disciples, upon this
supposition, who went forth from Jerusalem
itself to declare this risen Saviour—to tell
the world that He was “ God manifest in
the flesh,” before all His enemies, and even
to seal their testimony with their lives ?
These were no enthusiasts ; they could not
have mistaken His words ; there were too
many to be deceived. Or if they could
have been deceived, how are we to under-
stand the fact that they spoke in foreign
languages, that they wrought wondrows

miracles, that they commumecaied SORRE-

X
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natural gifts throughout the world ? Hx
was it possible that they could thus sancti
and uphold the grossest imposition ev
practised upon mankind ? If Jesus wasn
God, then there never has been a delusic
so complete as that which they were t|
instruments of promulgating among ma
kind, with a success not only unparallele
but even inconceivable.

And if they had been thus mistaken, ar
Jesus was not God, then what is the co:
dition of Christiansnow ? Let us rememb
that there is no interval-—there is nothir
between & just worship of Jesus, as Divin
and the most deep-rooted, the most obstinat
the most obnoxious idolatry that this ear
has ever witnessed. It is vain to decla
that we are innocent; God’s Word declar:
that the idolater shall be accursed. An
if Jesus is not God, we are idolaters ; au
idolaters, whatever men mey fancy, ‘“sha

have their part in the lske that burmeth wit
fire and brimstone,” because they sxe
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abomination to the infinite God. And yet,
if we believe in Him as our Saviour, God
will dignify us with immortal honours, and
will raise us into the condition of His
children. “ Ye are all the children of God.”
Why ? For your good actions ? For your
repentance ? For your devotedness ? No ;
ye are all the children of God because you
trust in & Divine Saviour: “ Ye are all the
children of God, by faith in Christ Jesus,”
So that the same faith which would make
us idolaters, worthy of eternal fire, raises
us to the condition of God’s children, to
be blessed with Him for ever !
If Jesus is not the Son of God, Divine,
“ the Mighty God,” then we are trusters in
man, and our doom is pronounced in those
emphatic words of the prophet Jeremiah :
¢ Cursed be the man that trusteth in man,
and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart
departeth from the Lord ;” because trust in
man diverts the heart from the Towd. The
man who trusts in man to save Tm W oy
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God’s sure Word accursed. Whether that
man be himself or another, it makes no
difference ; the man who rests his hope of
everlasting happiness on anything short of
God Himself, must (and justly) be accursed.
Trust in Jesus Christ is that which alone
has removed from us the intolerable load of
the Divine wrath, which alone has swept
away our guilt, and made us stand blameless
before God. * Therefore we conclude,”
says the apostle, * that a man is justified
by faith, without the deeds of the law.”
“ By faith” in whom ? ‘‘ By faith in Christ
Jesus.” And if He is not God, then we are
trusting in man, and there is this opposition
between the words of God himself—that the
very same act exposes us to the curse, and
frees us from the curse.—It is impossible.
If Jesus be not God, what is the Word
of God ? How has it been constructed ? -
It was taught to holy men by the Spirit of
God, indited by Him, so that each word is
in its proper place, and conveys s proper
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meaning, and, as the gift of Infinite Wisdom, -
was designed to lead mankind to glory.
And what has it done? It has led us
belplessly to the most intolerable error :
not when we were thoughtless, but when
we were most thoughtful ; not when we
were ignorant of its worth, but when we
searched it, hour by hour, in earnest; not
when we depended on ourselves, but whenwe
asked guidance of God! After all, this
Word of God, constructed by Him, has
led us helplessly into an intolerable error!
Is it conceivable ? To ascribe this to God
is to impute to Him what the worst tyrant
on earth would never do—blind us first,
and then punish us for that blindness.

If Jesus be not God, then truth has been
stricken with impotence in the world, and
error has clothed itself with all the powers
of truth. If Jesus be not God, a delusion
has been the greatest benefaction to man-
kind ; there has been no good done on
earth comparable to that winch nes e

192
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done by this error. You cannot show a
single truth—no, nor ten truths—that have
wrought for mankind such amazing benefit
as the atoning sacrifice of Christ, by which
the human heart, alienated and shut against
God, at last opens to receive its Maker and
its King; by which societies and nations
have been regenerated, in the lower sense of
the word—made other than what they were.
While some have received regeneration of
heart before God, nations have had their
institutions purified, and their national
character raised and elevated, by this error
which has been promulgated among man-
kind. God has signally blessed error and
frowned upon truth. If Jesus be-not God,
then the Almighty in giving circulation to
that error, allowed innumerable beings—the
most thoughtful, the most devout, the most
prayerful in spirit, those who loved and
served Him most diligently—to embrace it;
and those who did not embrace it were
suffered now and then to meke woms
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miserable, abortive effort, which terminated
in nothing, while idolaters under the curse
of God have been sending their missionaries
every where, and carrying on their most
strenuous efforts for the conversion of the
world, and are now looking for the world's
conquest.

If we could think that Jesus was not
God, God's providence could no longer
be understood. It would seem to us that
there was an obscuration come upon all
the attributes of God. From that moment
religion would appear a chaos, and despair
inseparably interwoven with the destinies
of mankind. How could we come to this
falsehood ? It is not because numbers
held it, it is not because our fathers main-
tained it; we might willingly abandon
it, if it was not in God’s Word. We might
become Unitarians to-morrow if God's
Word did not teach us the Deity of Christ.
There is nothing else but reverence fov
God and reverence for s Worl wmen
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can make us maintain it. And, therefore,
in deep reverence for God’s Word, look-
ing up to Him for guidance, meaning
to say what He says, to maintain what
He maintains, and to be what He declares,
we have been led, according to this hypo-
thesis, to the maintenance of an error
fundamental in its character, and on which
God must frown. There would be an
eternal confusion in religion if it were
not true that Jesus is * the Mighty God.”
But, thanks be to God, it is plain and
true, and eternity will seal it, that Jesus
the Saviour was to be “ the Mighty God.”
It is said ‘that God has declared that
there could be no one else God but Him,
and therefore this ‘Child’ to be born
into the world, could not be God—that
He was to be man, and a man could
not be God?” It is true that He was
to be & man, perfect man; and His won-
derful goodness is all identified with that
bumiliation. It was that very humilistion
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which made Him our Saviour. But He
is ‘“ Emmanuel,” “ God manifest in the
flesh"—God assuming human nature into
conjunction with the Divine.

Does any man ask ‘‘how that union
can exist ?” How can the soul be united
with the body—an immaterial thing tied
to what is material? Who can say how
the spirit exists without the body? Who
could pretend to limit the Almighty ? No
one has ever done so; and no one can
ever prove that there is any contradiction
in the incarnation: and nothing more is
needed to establish our faith.

Would any enemy of the Deity of our
Lord ask me ‘“to explain that union ?”
Ask a fly to explain the planetary system
first; ask a worm to point out the limits
of the universe first ; and it would be just
as reasonable as to ask a man to explain
the nature of God, or how that Godhead
could unite itself with men. But jwat
as we can understand as a fack, \novgh v
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can no further explain it, that the Infinite
God could assume the human form, (as
he often did assume it,) without the Divine
nature being thereby limited, so may we
believe that He could assume the human
mind without the Divine nature being
thereby limited.

And thus Jesus became ‘ Emmanuel,”
““ God manifest in the flesh;” and in
that assumption of our nature into union
with His own, has wrought out a redemp-
tion which without such incarnation must
have been impossible.

And being thus ““the Mighty God,”
Jesus has power to save. Whatever is
said of Z7 is said of Him: He is “ the
Mighty E.” And when God said to
Abraham, “I am the Almighty God,”
we ground upon that declaration that Jesus
is “ the Almighty God.” He has the
power to rescue us from ruin, because
He is God—* the Mighty God.”

Dwell for one moment on His matchiess
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and beneficent power. He has had power
to atone for our sins, which God incarnate
alone could have done; He has had
power to move away the load of guilt
that would have crushed us for ever;
He has had power to exchange many a
rebellious heart and to make it His own;
He has had power to ““ take away the stony
heart,” which no created being could have
reached, and to give in its place ““a heart
of flesh;” He has been able to overcome
the malice of Satan, seeking to destroy
us, and to guard us against all the evil
influences of the world; and He is able
to open heaven for us, and to give us a
place upon His throne, and to make us
glorious as Himself for ever, because He
is “ the Mighty God.” And He is able to
do for mankind at large what He has done
for us; He is able to reveal the laws of
the Deity throughout the whole earth;
He is able to convert millions \o Wimsd\R -,
He can pour forth His Holy Syt smony,
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the nations, as He does among the indi-
viduals whom He has selected from among
the nations hitherto; He is able to make
the whole world bow at His feet, even the
most obstinate enemies that breathe; He
is able to make the wise and the learned
count it their honour to employ their facul-
ties for Him; he is able to make little
children and ignorant persons glorify Him
with the holiness of their lives, and diffuse
good around them, as far as their feeble-
ness of capacity will admit; He is able
to make monarchs and princes live in piety,
and simplicity and devotedness, and obe-
dience to His word; He is able to raise
the degraded masses of our countrymen,
whom no charity seems able to reach,
and make them the sons and daughters
of God; He is able to make the most
backward nations of the earth on a level
with the most refined; and He is able
to change every nstion snd Institation
of the world, until this earth rejoies =
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a garden full of flowers, which the Lord
hath blessed, and glorifies that great Creator
whom for so many ages it has dishonoured
or overlooked.

Yes, Jesus is ‘“ the Mighty God,” and
all that has been predicted of Him shall
receive & mighty accomplishment ; for He
—the loveliest of all characters, as well as
the most powerful of all monarchs—has
said, “ I, if I be lifted up, will draw all
men unto Me.”

On this Saviour, then, let us depend;
this Saviour let us adore; and let us
bless God that He has given us such a
Saviour. ““Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that He loved us, and gave
His Son to be the propitiation for our

sins.”  Let us feel the goodness of God as
it deserves. There is no gift like this. If
He had endowed us with all the gifts of
pature and of fortune—if Hehad made
our way the most prosperous on the exsh—

if He would stil], to the last momenk, W
X
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hold and bless us,—all these gifts of His
goodness would not bear one moments
comparison with this His greatest and best
act of goodness. * Herein is love,” that
He has given us Christ—Him of whom *
it could be said, that He was “ the Mighty
God.”

Then, as Jesus has thus come to our
earth, ‘ Emmanuel, God with us,” oh!
let us adore the riches of His graco
who sunk so low, and rendered it pos
sible that His enemies should thus reason
against His authority and His power,
because He chose to come down to the
very verge of our miserable state, in order
that He might rescue us from it. * Unto
Him that loved, and washed us from our
sins in His blood, to Him be glory for
ever and ever.” “ We shall see Him,”
one day, “as Ide is:” we shall then be
happy beyond all thought, and good beyond
all stain and danger; then we shell know

what it was for ‘ the Mighty God” ‘s
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come down to such an abject condition
for our welfare, and to suffer the accursed
death of the cross, that we might not
perish.

And, lastly, let us trust Him. The lan-
guage of His Word, with reference to the
Church of God universally, in all ages, is
this: “They shall say, Behold, God is
my salvation”—* Behold, £/ is my salva-
tion.” Jesus is “the Mighty E/;” and,
therefore, this is He who is our salvation.
Jesus has died in order that we might live,
and has become the salvation of our souls;
and on Him our whole hope rests. If
Christ befriend us, there is no power in the
universe that can do uws hurt. His death
has merited our pardon; His grace can
renew our souls; His fidelity can keep us
from every danger; His love can place us
in glory, and make us happy and blessed
like Himself. Now it is our part to trust
in His person and work, in stedfast and
simple faith. Oh!letus trostin nolsieg Sse.
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Trust not one solitary hope on what we
have done, or on what we have been.
Rest not on the work of the Spirit
within us, but trust in the work of Christ
without us. Trust upon what He has
done to save our souls for ever. Use that
one plea daily, in our prayers before God,
as we shall certainly use no other, when
we stand before Him at last. Everything
else will then seem weak and worthless as
the web of the spider ; everything else will
seem utterly unable to resist the artillery
of Divine wrath ; the merit of Christ is the
only refuge which will enable us to endure
the tempest of wrath which shall destroy
the ungodly. Oh! let us plead that merit
now, as we assuredly shall plead it before
the judgment-seat hereafter ; and when we
think of this blessed and glorious truth,
that Jesus is the “ Wonderful, Counseller,
the Mighty God,” then let us learn from it
that our hope must be exclusinely on
Him, now and for evermore.



MESSIAH, THE EVERLASTING
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¢ H18 NAME SHALL BE OALLED THE EVERLASTING
FATHER.”

It was promised in this passage to the
church of God, ages before our Redeemer
came, that the Messiah who should be born
into the world should be the universal King,
and that as King He would be “ WoNDER-
FUL, COUNSELLER, THE Mi1GHTY GoD ;"—
astonishing in His nature, in His attributes,
and in His works—the instructor of man-
kind, who possessing almighty power as
“ THE M16HTY GoOD,” would not only be
a wise, but a potent Sovereign. And it
is further stated, that this Messiah should be

“THE EVERLASTING FATHER!
As this is a term of \he Mghest pusie
KR
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dignity, it would certainly not escape the
animadversions of those who are unbelievers.
One version of this passage is—*‘ His name
shall be called the Father of the age to
come”—of which it is enough to say, that it
is simply a perversion, the phrase being
*“ The Father of eternity.” The word em-
ployed in the original strictly conveys the
idea of eternity—not of the * age to come”—
as we may see by referring to the fifty-second
chapter of Isaiah, where the same word is
thus employed : ““ Thus saith the high and
lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity :” that is,
the self-existent and eternal. So that if
God inhabit eternity, the same -eternity
which God Almighty inhabits is the eter-
nity of which in this passage the Messiah is
said to be the Father: ¢ The Father of
eternity.” Another word is employed to
express ““ age” or ‘ the age to come;” and
the word used in our text never has any
reférence whatsoever to age. The trensle-
Zon of Bishop Lowth—* the Father of ‘e
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everlasting age”—is less objectionable. It
does not traduce the idea of eternity ; but it
still has the objection, that it introduces the
idea of * the age,” which is not contained
in the word. The word means simply—
““the Father of eternity;” and this expres-
sion is capable of three meanings, which
have been severally given to it by different
authors.

¢ The Father of eternity” may mean the
possessor of eternity, answering to that ex-
pression in the New Testament respecting
God: “ Who alone hath immortality.” And
various Hebrew names are said to have this
peculiarity, that the person is termed the
Father of anything, who possesses it. Thus
“the father of glory” is a Hebrew name,
signifying the glorious; *“the father of
goodness” is a Hebrew name, implying that
the person to whom it belongs is good;
““the father of peace” is a Hebrew name,
implying that the person possessing it is

peéaceable.
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But although this is alleged, and may be
true, yet these Hebrew names will not cer-
tainly convey that idea; and we do not find
elsewhere a similar use made of the lan-
guage. If this be the true idea, that the
Messiah is “ the father of eternity,” because
the possessor of eternity, it is simply the
name of God: He could be termed the
Eternal, as God Almighty is the Eternal.
But- as it is not certain that this is the
meaning, others therefore have understood
it more strictly—* the source, the author of
eternity,” (that is, that He is the source of
eternal life to His people,) which has at least
this advantage, that it has mere immediate
reference to the office of the Messiah ; and
this being a prediction respecting the Mes-
sish, we may naturally look for a sense
which belongs expressly to Him.

But the ase of these terms elsewhere leads
us to think that there is a more extensive

sense than that He is the source of etwmal
Zife. In the forty-ninth chapter of Genesis,
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at the twenty-sixth verse, we read these
words—*‘ The blessings of thy father have
prevailed above the blessings of thy proge-
nitors unto the utmost bound of the hills of
eternity;” properly translated ‘‘ the ever-
lasting hills.” In the forty-fifth chapter
of Isaiah, and seventeenth verse, we read,
 Israel shall be saved in the Lord with
an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be
ashamed or confounded world without end;”
literally, ““ to the ages of eternity”’—mean-
ing the everlasting ages. Again, in the
third chapter of the prophet Habakkuk, at
the sixth verse, we read as follows: “ He
stood, and measured the earth: He beheld,
and drove asunder the nations; and the
mountains of eternity were scattered ;” pro-
perly translated,  the everlasting moun-
tains.” Now as “ the hills of eternity”
mean “ the everlasting hills,” as ““ the ages
of eternity” mean “ the everlasting ages,”
and as ‘‘ the mountaing of eternitwy’ wess
‘““the everlasting mountsins, w0, W™ W
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passage before us, * the Father of eternity”
means ““ THE EVERLASTING FATHER.” The
translation seems to be the most exact that
could be given, unless we substitute the word
“ eternal” for the word  everlasting;” be-
cause, as the passages referred to, and seve-
ral others, manifest, the word would have
not only to mean the future eternity, but
the past eternity.

The passage before us, therefore, declares
that Christ should be * THE EVERLASTING
FaTHER;” and it invites us to consider two
very important truths—in what sense He is
called “the Father,” and what the Scrip-
ture says of His being “ everlasting,” or
eternal. We need only examine one or two
passages, with respect to each point, which
these important words contain.

1. Our Lord is here termed *‘ the Father;”

and we should notice, that this is not in

reférence to the Godhead. He 18 not termed
“the Father,” as though He had the name



MESSIAH, THE EVERLASTING FATHER. 107

of His Father. In the Scriptures we always
find a distinetion between the Father, the
Son, and the Spirit; so that as the Son
cannot be the Spirit, so the Son cannot be
the Father, nor the Father the Son or the
Spirit; but there is a distinction between
the Three Persons of the Godhead, though
there be but one God, according to the
constant language of Scripture; * Hear,
O Israel ; I am the Lord, and there is none
else.” And the language of the New Testa-
ment is the same : “ There is one God, and
one Mediator between God and men, the
Man Christ Jesus.” So that although
there are these distincttons in the Persons
of Jehovah, yet there is but one Jehovah;
and Jesus our Saviour, who is one with the
Father, is-not to be confounded with the
Father, so that the name of the Father be
given to the Son, or the name of the Son
be given to the Father. Wherein they
differ from one another, it is impossitle ot
as in the smallest degree 1o mmgm‘mx&..
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God Almighty is utterly beyond all compa-
rison. We should have been equally in the
dark respecting His existence, if there had
been a revelation concerning the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost. God Almighty,
an eternal self-existent Being, is utterly
beyond all conceptions that we may form
respecting Him.

But the name that is given to our
Redeemer, in the passage before us, is in
reference to man; and it is because of His
relation to His own people, that He is
termed the “Father.” God is so termed in
Scripture in reference to men, because He is
their Author, their Creator. It is because
He is our Creator that He is called “ the
Father’ of His creatures;” and therefore,
when Jesus, the Messiah, is termed ¢ the
Father” of His creatures, we have to exa-
mine whether it is in the same sense of
Creator.

Now the evidence on this point is shwn-
dant jn the Serintnres. Tn the hundred-
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and-second Psalm creation is ascribed ex-
pressly to our Lord in these words: “ Of
old hast Thou laid the foundation of the
earth: and the heavens are the work of Thy
hands.” In the tenth verse of the first
chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews, the
apostle applies these words to Christ: St.
John tells us, that “in the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. The same was in
the beginning with God. All things were
made by Him; and without Him was #iot
anything made that was made.” And St.
Paul, in his epistle to the Colossians, says,
in language which unbelief has never been
able to evade—* Who is the image of the
invisible God, the first-born ef every crea-
ture,” (that is, higher than every creature;)
“ for by Him were all things created, that
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, ot powers. N\
things were created by Him, sad Sot W
L
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Thus He is spoken of as the author of o
natural life, and therefore may be term
our “ Father.”

But as this passage is in immediate co
nection with His office of Messiah, the pri
cipal idea, doubtless, would be, that He
the Author of our spiritual and eternal lif
This is declared to come from Christ.
Christians are now alive, whereas they we
once dead, they are * created in Chri
Jesus;” if God the Spirit has given them
new birth, in virtue of which they ha:
commenced a new existence, the Spirit
God has been sent forth by Christ for th:
purpose, and when He has acted on tl
hearts of His creatures it may be still sai
as it was upon the first outpouring of ti
Holy Ghost—* He hath shed forth th
which ye do now see and hear.” Our sp
ritual life is referred to Him, when it is sai
that “ He is the Author of our eternal sa

vation; and He is further said o We X
B duthor of faith,” in the epsle ‘o
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Hebrews. Thus Jesus, when He came into
this world, communicated spiritual life to
His followers, and may therefore be termed
their * Father.”

Frequently did He promise that He would
give eternal life to His disciples, when He
was upon earth. In the fifth chapter of St.
John’s Gospel, He said that * as the Father
hath life in Himself, so He hath given to
the Son to have life in Himself;” ¢ as the
Father raiseth the dead, even so the Son
quickeneth whom He will.” So also He de-
clared, in the sixth chapter—* This is the
Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all
which He hath given Me I should lose none,
but should raise it up again at the last day.”
Again, He promised in the tenth chapter—
¢ The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and
to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they
might have life, and that they might have
it more abundantly.” Spiritual and eternal
lifs are both communicated by Wim. he\
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not to multiply these passages, the language
in the twenty-first verse of the fifteenth
chapter of the first epistle to the Corinthians
is very emphatic. We there read, that
‘ since by man came death, by man came
also the resurrection of the dead; for as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all
be made alive.” Because spiritual and eter-
nal life have flowed to us from Christ, just
as our natural life came from our first
parent Adam, so Jesus is likened to Adam,
and thus it continues—* The first man is
of the earth, earthy: the second man is
the Lord from heaven.” He, therefore,
when He appeared on earth, could say to
the astonished and indignant Jews —¢ Be-
fore Abraham was I am.” He was the
second Adam, the Father of his redeemed
people, the source of their spiritual and
eternal life; and hence believers are called,
in the sccond chapter of the epistle to the
Hebrews, His children:  BehoWQ 1™ (ap-
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ying the figure in the Old Testament to
Christ,) — * Behold, I and the children
which God hath given Me.”

In this sense, then, has the Lord Jesus
Christ become  the Father” of His people.
As incarnate God, as Immanuel, coming
into this world in our nature, to die for us,
and by redemption and grace securing to us
eternal life, He has become * the Father”
of His people. It is a goodness beyond all
thought* and praise, that He who was the
Author of our natural life should see us in
our fallen state, refusing His guidance, vio-
lating His laws, resisting His authority, and
bent upon our ruin, and then become Man
for us, and in a still more important sense
become our ““ Father,” the source of spiri-
tual and eternal life to us,—giving us a
new existence in Himself; and by the work
of His grace fitting us for an eternal exist-
ence with Him, as though we had revered
and Joved Him with all our hearts, Yorough
the whole of our days.

LR
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II. But this idea, that Christ is
Father” of His people, derives fresh va
and interest from the epithet which is h
attached to it: “ He is the everlasti
Father.” He who is thus the Author
natural, spiritual, and eternal life .to I
people, can never die. The term perhe
looks to a past eternity, because the l¢
guage of Scripture certainly ascribes et
nal existence to our Lord. Before He |
came man He was eternally one with G«
“ Of old,” we read in the hundred s
gecond Psalm—* Of old hast Thou laid
foundation of the earth: and the heave
are the work of Thy hands.” “ Thy ye
are throughout all generations.” And t
prophet Micah declares in his fifth chapt
that He who was born in Bethlehem w
nevertheless that eternal Being, “ whe
goings forth had been of old from everla
ing.” The apostle John also could say

Him— In the beginning was the Wor
W  22d He himsclf could protest 1o the Jex
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“Before Abraham was I am. And thus,
having existed from all eternity, He might
be said, when He united the human nature
to the Divine, to be ““ the eternal Father.”
But again: let us notice, that this term
is applicable chiefly to His work as Media-
tor, and it rather relates to the future
eternity than to the past. I doubt not
that the principal, if not the exclusiv9
idea, is that He is * the everlasting Father”
—the Father of His people, who will never
die. And this idea is frequently insisted in
the Word of God. Look at the seventy-
second Psalm, which speaks of the kingdom
of the Messiah. In the fifth verse we read
—* They shall fear Thee as long as the sun
and moon endure ; throughout all genera-
tions.” He who is to be feared lives on;
and if Jesus the Messiah is to be feared
throughout all generations, Heé must live
through them all. Look again at the bun-
dred and second Psalm : “ Of o\d hest Thon
Jaid the foundation of the eexth; wod e



116 MESSIAH, THE EVERLASTING FATHER.

heavens are the works of Thy hands. They
shall perish, but Thou shalt endure: yea,
all of them shall wax old like a garment;
as a vesture shalt Thou change them, and
they shall be changed: but Thou art the
same, and Thy years shall have no end.”
And therefore could the apostle say, in the
thirteenth chapter of the epistle to the
Hebrews—* Jesus Christ, the same yester-
day, and to-day, and for ever”—absolutely
unchangeable and everlasting ; and He him-
self could declare to His servant John,
when He favoured him with a vision of
something of His glory in the Isle of Pat-
mos—*“ I am Alpha and Omega, the first
and the last.” ‘I am He that liveth, and
was dead ; and behold, I am alive for ever-
more.” * Christ, then, being raised from
the dead, dieth no more; death hath no
more dominion over Him;” and as He is
“the Father” of His people, He is their
“everlasting Father,” from whom they cen
Zever be separated by death. 1tisimpossitle
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that believers should be orphans; Christ
can never leave them, nor forsake them :
and He has declared, with a goodness
which cannot deceive us—‘‘ Because I live
ye shall live also.” Loving them, and
caring for them as a Father does for his
children, their “ everlasting Father” cannot
fail them nor forsake them. In all emer-
gencies He must be their protector, and
when this life is over, an eternal life like
His own must be secured to those who trust
Him. Jesus who is * THE M1GHTY GoD,”
is also “ THE EVERLASTING FATHER,” of
His people.

And if this be the glorious truth, which
the Word of God in many other passages
declares to us—that he is the Author of
our natural, spiritual, and eternal life, who
has existed from eternity, and as Immanuel
will exist to eternity, and keep those whom
He has saved,—then let us see how well it
is worth our while to be decisiely R

servants, His subjects, His chil\dren. YWY
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any pains which we can take, by any reite-
ration of prayer, by any absolute and un-
reserved confession of our faults, by any
diligence in the use of means, by any
exercise of trust in Him, we can but call
Him our * everlasting Father"—if we can
be introduced to this relationship, that He
should love us and care for us, and watch
over us and provide for us for ever—surely
we have secured our interests, surely we
have done that which throughout eternity
we shall not regrot to think of ; and let us
be decided in the service of Christ, as He is
really “ THE EVERLASTING FATHER” of His
people. 'What unreserved denial in His
service, what decision in the confession of
His truth, what well-founded reliance on
His promise, what a plain honest confession
of Him before the world, is becoming in
those who can say of Him, that He is * the
mighty God,” their ¢ everlasting Father !”
Let us take care not to lose this re\ationskiy,
210¢ to fail to attain to the comiort here sod
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the bliss for ever, that is involved in being
the children, or (as in many other passages
He does not hesitate to call us,) the friends,
the brethren, of this glorious Saviour.

And let us not pursue this blessing inde-
cisively. 'Whenever there are great interests
to be secured, whenever there is a struggle
between great principles, whenever there is
a great happiness to be attained, why, then,
to trifle, and to be between two opposite
parties, is unspeakably foolish and weak.
In all great crises, when societies are divided
into opposing parties, and there are great
principles in conflict, those who are between
are commonly weak, and more and more
falter, and lose their influence and often
their respectability. How much more, when
there is a conflict between these two opposite
principles of belief and disbelief—the one
to secure eternal life, and the consequence of
the opposite being eternal death! Oh! let
us not belong to the vast mass of man,

who are between these two OPIMIONS. X
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we believe not that Jesus is ‘“thke everlasting
Father”—if we credit not the Scriptures,
which ascribe to Him the glories of Im-
manuel—if we think He is not ““ mighty to
save"—then join his enemies, then be un-
believers, then be cold as the iceberg ; but
if these things are certain, then let us not
act as though they were a mere form, but
give ourselves heartily to all the work and
the allegiance, and secure thoroughly all
the blessings and promises, and be able to
call Him our Father, our Friend, our
Saviour, and to look upon Him on all
occasions as the God of our salvation.

If, indeed, we know that Jesus is ‘ the
everlasting Father,” because His Word
declares it and his works sustain that Word,
then let us trust the Lord Jesus Christ
with an unbounded and grateful confidence.
On all occasions apply to Him for our
happiness. 1f He has a deep insight into

our condition, and knows 8l our wents,snd
loves us as a father loves, and caxes for we
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as a father cares, then let us trust that great
Redeemer, “ the mighty God,” also “ the
everlasting Father” When we are weak,
go to Him for strength; when we are de-
pressed, ask Him for consolation. Listen
to His words, and believe them, when He
says—* Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall
be opened unto you.” Remember, all that
has been revealed of Him, has been revealed
for our everlasting consolation : that while
struggling with a thousand evils, with phy-
sical and with moral ills, that areinnumerable
about us, He has told us that happinessmay
be found in Him. o

And if we know Him to be our “ ever-
lasting Father,” then we must remember
the words of the Almighty,—“ A son
honoureth his father, and a servant his
master : if, then, I be a Father, where s
Mine honour ?” and give Him unbounded
-honour.  The temper of His wuninewsl

church, now scattered throughout S\ \weds,

M
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and destined in the lapse of time to fill all
lands, is this—‘ Men shall be blessed in
Him, and all nations shall call Him blessed”
—that is, in affectionate admiration shall
look up to Him as their best friend, and
bless Him for His unbounded goodness.

If we have “tasted that the Lord is
gracious,” and the power of His Spirit has
effected a gracious and eternal change in
our characters, then we must give Him the
honour that is due to His name, and know-
ing that- we have attached our hopes for
unbounded and everlasting happiness solely
upon His work, we shall meet the judgment-
seat without terror, though we know there
is not a single work of ours that could stand
the scrutiny of the heart-searching Judge.
And knowing that He has prepared a man-
sion for us in heaven, thither let our hearts

‘ascend. “Set your affections on things

above, not on things which are upon the

earth.” With whatever reasonsble ndustry
and diligence we pass from one eurinly
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success to another, still let us remember that
we are now only in thechildhood of existence,
and that there is a home in heaven prepared
for us, by the free and unmerited grace of
God. It should give a new charm to all
earthly things, to know that we are passing
through them to so glorious a rest here-
after ; we mistake the very reason for
which God blesses us now, if we do not look
through every earthly comfort to something
richer and better and more enduring.
Look to be with our * everlasting Father”
for ever and ever ; look to share in His
paternal love, when the heaven and the
earth have passed away with a great noise,
and the elements have melted with fervent
heat,” and the eternal Son of God has come
again in His glorious majesty, with His
countless saints and angels attending in His
train—when Satan has been bound for ever,
and cast into the den of his eternal sorrow,
and when all that have served Sasm W
vith him. Then will our heats TR T
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unspeakable exultation, if only we have
fastened our hopes -on His cross. Let us
do so now, and look farward every day to
be happy with the Redeemer for ever; be
sure that He will never leave nor forsake
us; and if we are tempted ever to forget
these great truths, and to cease from search-
ing as for hid treasure into the mine of His
blessed Word—if ever tempted to forsake
the company of those that most love and
follow Him here, and to find a baleful satis-
faction in the company of the frivolous and
the wicked,—then remember the glorious
inheritance which we shall be putting in
doubt, and which might be ours. Walk
worthy of our high vocation, and live as the
children of Him whose name is ““ WoN-
DERFUL, COUNSELLER, THE MIGHTY GoOD,
THE EVERLASTING FATHER.”
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MESSIAH, THE PRINCE OF
PEACE.

* HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED THE PRINCE OF
PEACE.”

THE meaning of this expression is made
plain and certain by the words which imme-
diately follow: ¢ Of the increase of His
government and peace there shall be no
end.” He shall be a prince; He shall
establish peace on the earth.” * His name
shall be called The Prince of Peace.”

But when we receive this prediction of our
Lord, and reflect upon it, we are met with some
apparent contradictions to it. Our Lord,
when He was upon earth, declared on the
contrary,—*“ I came not to send peace on
earth, but a sword” Accordingly, He
further told His disciples that they must
expect to be ““ hated of all men,; aod o'

“hated of all nations.” Tle warned \oewm,

M 2
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that the feuds that should arise through His
doctrine, would poison the peace of fami-
lies; ““ the brother should deliver up thé
brother to death, and the father the child.”
He warned them, that there should be pub-
lic persecution as well as private, and that
they should be dragged before governors
and kings for His sake, and scourged in
public. We were further informed by His
inspired apostle, that this persecution would
not be confined to those that were avowedly
the enemies of Christ. He forewarned
His disciples before the canon of Scripture
was closed, that there would be a ¢ommu-
nity, of which we read in the seventeenth
chapter of the Apocalypse, that should be
 drunken with the blood of the saints, and
with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.”
This woman was some “ great city,” answer-
ing to Babylon, the great enemy of God'’s
people in older times. It was a community
which was reigning over the Xings of the
earth. It was a commumity thet Wes et
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Pagan, for then it would have been described -
as a savage beast, like the persecuting
heathen emperors which Daniel sawin vision,
but this was a harlot community, that pro-
fessed to belong to Christ, but was faithless
to Christ ; and therefore some fallen church
of Christ would reign, a great city, over the
kings of the earth; which could be none
but Rome, that came in process of time so
far to forget all allegiance to Christ, as
to become “ drunken with the blood of the
saints, and the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus.” Universal war, then, rather than
peace, seemed to be predicted as the result
of the doctrine of Christ.

And have not facts, up to this day,
answered to these predictions ? Ten Impe-
rial persecutions, extended over the most
civilised parts of the world, threatened
through three centuries the extermination
of the church of Christ: in which every
atrocity was committed, and fhe buthaows

ingenuity of man taxed to The DMNOSL SRES:
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to devise new torments to make the servants
of Jesus Christ suffer. And when heathen-
ism was subdued by the power of the Gos-
pel, and ceased to reign, it was only that
this other prediction mightbe accomplished
fearfully in the earth; so that the saints of
Jesus Christ became His martyrs throughout
Europe. Papal Rome succeeded to the en-
mity of Pagan Rome: in the vallies of
Piedmont, and along the plains of France,
and throughout the Low Countries, and in
the time of the Reformation, in-England
also, as well as throughout Italy and Spain,
everywhere accomplishing what Christ by
His apostle had predicted, and bringing
myriads and hundreds of thousands of the
saints of Jesus to public martyrdom ; mas-
sacring without mercy the feeblest and the
strongest, young and old, and threatening
the extermination of the church of Christ.
Aund this led to still more extensive offer-
g8 to the sanguinary dispositions of men:,
&reat and long protracted wars following
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these massacres. Witness the wars of the
Hussites in Bohemia, the wars of the
Huguenots in France, to mention no other
civil commotions, to which the doctrine of
Christ has seemed to lead. And then, when
the sword was sheathed, and nation was not
imbruing its hands in the blood of other na-
tions for the sake of theology, even then the
different churches of Christ raged in enmity
one towards the other,—factions that have
not ceased to this day, so that the govern-
ments of the world find questions of theo-
logy and ecclesiastical rivalry still mingling
with the counsels of senates, and embar-
rassing all their decisions. Is this the
peace which Christ came to produce ? Im
what sense is He ‘“ the Prince of peace ?”
These evils that have arisen from the
doctrine of Christ, and which perhaps have
made that doctrine occasion more bloodshed
than any single cause that has afflicted man-
kind, do not in the least degree dekrack trom
the glory of this great Monaxch, 0is hwt-
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able Saviour, who after all establishes b
yond all question at once, to the minds

all who believe on Him, His claim to '
¢ the Prince of peace” throughout the m
verse. If the servants of Jesus Christ we
sent forth by Him as sheep among wolv(
and the wolves have torn the sheep in eve
land, it is not the fault of -the sheep tk
these raging persecutions have taken pla
If He has sent forth His disciples to lo
one another, and to love all mankind, it
not the fault of Him, nor his doctrine, n
His people, if apostates from His faith ha
chosen to carry His abused name up:
their foreheads, and under that name

persecute with a violenco which would ha
stamped infamy even upon heathenism, thc
who loved Him and served Him the best
the earth. And if those who have even fi
lowed Him with honesty of purpose, ha
£ Jyet been so ill instructed in His declar
v will, or have sinfully given way \o Ybewe
- Zess of their tempers, so that those
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quarrelled for ages, who by His express
authority ought to have been one in Him,
it is not to be ascribed to His doctrine, but
to their faults. And all this evil, great as
it unquestionably is, and though it has fed
the mirth of the infidel age after age, is
transitory still, preparatory still ; and still
does the strong and stedfast faith of His
people carry forward their thoughts to that
day, when transient evil will only end in last-
ing good, and when, after all impediments
have been swept away, He will still reign
every where, and always as *“the Prince of
Peace.”

Think only how he has laid the founda-
tions of the peace, of which it is here said
He should be the Author; for this name
““ Prince of peace,” evidently implies that
He should be the Prince causing peace,
through whose government there should be
universal peace. Each of the great offices
_that He has come to fulfil, secutes Mo

universal peace. As the prophet S\
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church, the Counseller of the human race,
His doctrine has every where guided men
into the way of peace with God, and imposed
upon them the obligation of living in peace
with one another. As the great High Priest
of His church, His atoning sacrifice has se-
cured peace with our offended God. And
then, as the King of his church, who reigns
by His Spirit and by His providence over
all things for ever, does He communi-
cate the peace which He has procured, and
"which He has commanded them to attain, to
graciously ordering all events towards the
ultimate and complete establishment of
peace in the world. As Prophet, Priest,
and King, as King because also Prophet
and Priest, He can be—He is—the ever-
living “ Prince of peace.”

Now let us glance at the peace, which
Christ is producing, and will produce in
the earth. Every one of His disciples
must in the review, however cursory, fe\
his heart thankfully lifted up to God f=
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this great blessing, and must rejoice in
our Lord and King, because He is univer-
sally “ the Prince of peace.”

Our first great need is to have peace with
God. Because we are at enmity with God,
God is angry with us, and we are “ by na-
ture the children of wrath” even as the rest
of mankind; and if we had been left in
our lamentable condition, we should have
been only alienated from God with increas-
ing intensity for ever, while we expected
throughout eternity nothing but “ the wrath
to come.” But Christ ““is our peace,” God
has been “ in Christ reconciling the world
to Himself;” so that He is angry with
penitent believers no more. Christ has ren-
dered -the Divine Being just in justifying
him that believeth ; and “ being justified by
faith, we have peace with God.” So that
those who come to God through Christ,
may feel assured “by the nature of the
work which Christ has accompased, vy

N
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the attributes of God which they know, ¢
by His own certain promise, that J
wrath is removed, that He has accep
them as His adopted children, and will I
them for ever. And therefore Christians n
have peace. The wrath is removed, and
alienation gone, and we may now have pe
—perfect peace—resting simply on the w:
of Christ and the promise of God. Noth
is wanting but faith; so that if any Ch
tian has not a deep, settled, and in 1
view at least a perfect peace, it is to
ascribed exclusively to unbelief. There
nothing else to cause it. The work
Christ is complete; the promise of (
is certain; every hell-doomed sinner is ¥
come to eternal life, the favour and bless
of God, for nothing in himself, if he ¢
believe the work of Christ, the promise
God, and come to Him through Christ
the mercy He promises; and nothing
unbelief may hinder the most compie
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lasting peace to take possession of our souls.
He is therefore in this sense * the Prince of
peace.”

And that peace with God directly leads
to universal peace diffused through the souls
of His people. So that they are filled with
“joy and peace in believing, through the
power of the Holy Ghost;” so that the
kingdom of God within them * is not meat
and drink, but righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Ghost.” Why should a
Christian, thus pardoned and at peace with
God, not have universal peace? He can
look to the providence of God as ordering
-all events for his welfare; every thing must
work together for his good; why should he
not be at peace ? His passions are sub-
dued ; he has no more envy and jealousy,
but he is content and humble ; intemperate,
riotous passions, are exchanged for temper-
ance and purity; he has no unjust aims to
secure, no wicked objects to pursue; Way

should he not be at peace? Yie ws W
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forgiven by God; why should he not forgive
all theworld ? And when these truths are
brought to the Christian’s soul by the Holy
Spirit, and he reflects upon these truths as
recorded in God's Word in seriousness of
mind, the mind being solemnized and sanc-
tified by the Holy Ghost, then this univer-
sal peace takes possession of his soul; and
being at peace with God, he is at peace
with himself, and he is at peace with all the
the world. He has nothing to change,
nothing to alter in the Divine law—in
the Divine appointments; pleased with
his duty, satisfied with his prospects,
thankful for the society to which he is
introduced, looking forward with joy to
a blessed inheritance; and therefore he is
at peace.
And, as thus peace becomes the possession
of each individual believer, who lays hold
of the promises of God made to him in
OChrist, so does this blessed Bedeemer « Qe
Prince of peace,” give peace to every Cis:
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tian family. It is true, that there is war at
first; the father delivered up the son to death,
and the son the father; but that war is mo-
mentary ; for each Christian, at the same time
that he is brought to peace, is brought to gen-
tleness and firmness, and there are no two
things more calculated to restore peace in a
family. Each Christian, when he *receives
Christ, becomes a far more amiable member
of the circle in which he lives. He can now
be disinterested, who was before selfish;; he
can now give up his will, who was before
self-willed ; he can now patiently bear with
little slights, who was before impatient
under them. He who before perhaps was
unjust in his conduct to those with whom
he was associated, and still more frequently
inconsiderate to their feelings, has ex-
changed both those faults for the opposite
virtues; and being meek, humble, gentle,
and affectionate, therefore he at least is not
at war with his household. And X & Cnoe-
tian is placed among thote Wno Sthst
N
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the Gospel most, those who have the
least moderation in their enmity, still we
have often seen, and will often see yet,
that those who are consistent disciples
of Christ, by these two qualities, their
firmness and their gentleness— both of
which grace imparts—do very frequently
secure peace even to the unconverted mem-
bers of their families. For what is the
use of contention with him, who is like
a rock? and how can those who are fierce
in their thoughts, find it in their heart to
quarrel with these, who have the gentleness
of a lamb? When these two dispositions
are united, so that the Christian cannot be
moved from duty, and yet in this has
neither self-will nor passion, then does it
often happen, that when this is perceived
even by the irreligious members of the
family in which a Christian may live, they
at last learn to esteem snd respect those,

whose religion they may not love.

But when the grace of God resdhes vt
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one member of a household, or two, but
reaches heart after heart, and when the whole
family become fellow-travellers towards an
eternal home, then the peace of that family
becomes deep and blessed indeed. When
each member of it has those Christian
dispositions, which both are calculated
to win affection and to deserve -esteem ;
when all are loving, and therefore all are
loved; when they have the same great
truths to rest upon, the same prospect to
cheer them, the same Lord to serve, and for
the most part the same tasks likewise to
occupy their attention ; united thus in those
bonds which natural friendship never could
equal, and all natural affection being en-
hanced, elevated, and confirmed by the bro-
therly love which the Gospel alone can pro-
duce, a Christian family becomes a circle of
such peace as the world does not elsewhere
manifest.
The Christian congregation s “nk e
larger family; and if we ock o\ & s
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guage of the New Testament, or if we
consider the character of the Gospel, we
sve that the Christian church must, no
less than the Christian family, become the
abode of deep and settled peace. And though
there is some abatement to be made, from
the infirmities of Christ's own followers, and
there may be for the moment, or partially,
such dissensions as the unavoidable infirmi-
ties of human nature will still produce, yet
if we remember the example of the church
at Jerusalem, on which the Holy Spirit was
poured out, and which was made the very
type and pattern of each church in after
days, see at once, that where much grace
and much light are bestowed upon a people
by the Giver of all good, that people
must be united in brotherly love; so
that the apostle could say to any church,
besides that at Jerusalem—* As touching
brotherly love, ye need not that I write unto
you; for ye yourselves are tsnght of God
Zo Ilove one another.” 1t was not the vego-
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lation only that he had given, which obliged
them to be mutually benevolent; but the
grace that had been imparted compelled
them to be so, and the members of that
church at Thessalonica loved one another
for the sake of Christ, as the members of
each Christian church, who are under the
teaching of God, and are walking in His
ways, must similarly love one another.

But although the ties that bind each
Christian member of a church to all other
members of it, must naturally have an
earlier influence than the obligations rest-
ing on each Christian to love strangers for
Christ’s sake ; yet the language of the New
Testament, and the general and universal
character of the Gospel of Christ, render it
certain that the relationship of churches to
one another must be of the same kind, as
the relationship of the different members of
a church to each other. For Christians are
never commanded in the sayings, neve =N

by the example and authority of Ok, et
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by the nature of the oase, to restrict their
benevolence to the members of the same
congregation. All the brethren have a title
to the love of all, as far as they know each
other. It is the very character of renewed
minds, that they are taught of God to love
one another. ‘“We know that we have
passed from death unto life,” says the
apostle, *because we Jove the brethren ;”
and all those who are members of Christ, in
whatever church they are found, must be
dear to those who know Christ, and who are
aware that He has an equal love to all His
disciples, and is preparing to place them all
in the kingdom of His glory. If therefore
divisions have taken place in the churches
of Christ, and still rage unhappily to this
day, there is no foundation for that schism
in the Scriptures. It is true, the unavoid-
able infirmities of our understanding do
secure differences of opinion ; it is true, that
differences of opinion may lead ‘o corre-
sponding differences of discipiine wd &
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worship ; it is true, that various congrega-
tions of Christ’s followers may therefore
have differences both in doctrine and in dis-
cipline; but just as the necessities of the
case cause that each Christian congregation
shall meet by itself, and yet there is no
schism in the body of Christ because various
congregations meet under different roofs
and in different localities; so, if they knew
their duty to one another, would it make no
difference in this matter, that those who are
honestly serving the same Lord, heartily
embracing the same great truths, living in
obedience to the same great laws, upholding
the same Gospel in the world, and looking
to the same glorious home,—worship in dif-
ferent forms and are called by different
names ; but they would be as united as those
who admit the same form of discipline, but
are worshipping in different congregations.
It is not the theology of the Gospel which
has occasioned factions in the Couda &
Christ, but the evil empers of navo-
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structed and imperfectly sanctified followers
of Christ, mingling often with those that
are only His followers in name; and when
differences of doctrine become, as unhappily
they often do, blended with yecuniary and
temporary interests, then these things under
the mask of religion give an acerbity to
contentions between differing professing
Christians, which the doctrine of Christ
alone never would have occasioned. But
at thesame time it is apparent, that if, con-
trary to Christ's plain commands, contrary
to the remarkable doctrine of the fourteenth
chapter of the Romans, for instance, or the
twelfth chapter of the first epistle to the
Corinthians, Christians have manifested, in
the different churches which “ hold the
head” and are not apostate, such criminal
factions one against the other, still the ten-
dency of the Gospel is to make all who love
the Lord Jesus Christ love one another,
and therefore to make all the different
churches which are composed of members
of Christ, who love Him and wholowe ons
another, increasingly tolerate each ofoets
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infirmities, and bear with those differences
both in doctrine and discipline, which arise
from the infirmity of the understanding.
And lastly, when this spirit of benevolence
is enthroned, as it should be, in the hearts
of Christ's disciples, there is a manifest
and rapid approach to uniformity in doc-
trine and in discipline, inasmuch as many
of these discrepancies have not arisen solely
from the infirmity of the understanding, but
have continually in this infirm world been
mingled with the temporal interests and
passions of men ; and thus the differences
between churches tend to their conclusion,
no less than the war in families, and Christ
will yet be the Prince of peace, as reigning
over one universal household, of which the
members aré at peace with one another.
Again: each church lives in the midst
of a society much larger than the church,
many of whom may bear the name of
Christians, or may be without that name—
it matters but little—a much larger society
of those that do mot teke Tne e K
Christ, who do not believe His Gospd\, W

o
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do not obey His laws, or live to honour His
name. These, as we have seen, have many
times persecuted with intense enmity a
society 8o exclusive, a society that appears
to them so proud and domineering, as the
disciples of Christ who arrogate to them-
selves the exclusive possession of truth, and
the favour of God exclusively. But even
in this society the doctrine of Jesus Christ
tends to secure peace, it tends just as far as
the doctrines of the Gospel prevail—further
than they prevail, to the conversion of sin-
ners, to produce such dispositions in the
society where the Gospel of Christ is recog-
nised and circulated and is loved by many,
as greatly tend to the peace of that commu-
nity. The Gospel of Jesus Christ com-
mands all men to be just, and benevolent,
and generous. The Gospel of Christ teaches
the rich to be beneficent, and liberal, and
charitable to the poor. The Gospel of Christ
teaches the poor to be industrious and
thrifty, to be careful and yprovident, to be
contented, and to sympathize with telose
t.ban envy the superior prospenty of \‘.n:a
‘Ticher classes. The CGrospel of Jesus Chome
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teaches rulers to avoid all oppression, and
seek the greatest good of those who are
under their dominion; and the Gospel of
Jesus Christ compels His servants to be
lovers of order, loyal to their sovereign,
and to wish well to the universal prosperity
of their country. And it is quite obvious
that these maxims, as far as they pre-
vail, must tend to the universal peace
of any society in which they circulate. So
that it appears perfectly demonstrable, that
all the sources of prosperity and peace,
which can be justly reasoned out even by
the enemies of Christ, which can be with
any sound sense imagined to" secure the
temporal prosperity, order, and peace of
States, are found in & much higher degree
in the doctrine and laws of Christ, thanany-
where else ; and no man who loves his coun-
try, or who wishes to see his countrymen
happy, from the prince on the throne to the
lowest peasant, could take a straighter and
more certain road to accomplish that uni-
versal peace, than by lhearily owmvtesny,
and diligently promulgsting the Gusp &
Jesus Christ.
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And since this is the tendemey in each
great society, in each nation in which the
churches of Christ are scattered here and
there,and the children of God are ““strangers
scattered abroad,” as the apostle calls them,
80 the manifest progress of the Gospel is to
secure a general peace to the disciples of
Christ, to the churches of Christ, in the
midst of this evil world. They have been
hated, maligned, and dishenoured, perse-
cuted and martyred; it has happened in
many lands and through many ages; and
yet the decisive tendency of the history of
mankind is to secure the churches of Christ
amidst the ungodly population of the earth
in perfect peace. God has promised it to
His people. He has said to His own
church, in the fifty-fourth chapter of Isaiah
—*“ Great shall be the peace of thy children.
In righteousness shalt thou be established :
thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou
shalt not fear ; and from terror ; for it shall

not come near thee. Behold, they shall

surely gather together, but not by Wes
whosoever shall gather together sgevnsk
thee shall fall for thy sake. o wespon s
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is formed against thee shall prosper; and
every tongue that shall rise against thee
in judgment thou shalt condemn.” Now
we see in the course of events the progress
of the fulfilment of this promise. The
church of Christ has suffered grievous
wrong ; persecution has been the lot of
the most devoted disciples of Christ many
times ; but not only in England and in
America—two countries in which the Gospel
has large circulation, and is recognised by
myriads—but likewise in Roman Catholic
lands, the progress of the light that the
Gospel has thrown on the various institn-
tions of society, on the laws of government,
has been to secure this peace already to the
churches of Christ. In Belgium and in
France, for instance, at this moment, under
Roman Catholic governments, where there
is a Roman Catholic majority, the minority
of evangelical Christians are exposed to
few other vexations than those which an
unbelieving majority must always hewe W
its power to inflict upon the heheing, W
nority: but the laws protect Lhem, Qe A\

~ O
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give them a degree of liberty, such as in
the past histories of these countries they
never enjoyed ; and that, by the force of
those just doctrines thrown upon society,
forced upon the understandings of men by
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And what we
see there, we can likewise see to be the
tendency elsewhere too ; leading us to the
conclusion, that this prediction of the uni-
versal peace of the churches of Christ from
all persecutions in the world, may have its
accomplishment even before long.

But Christ, our blessed Lord, does evi-
dently by establishing peace in each bosom
of His people, peace in each family of His
disciples, peace in each congregation of
His saints, and peace in-all His churches,
lead directly to the establishment of inter-
national peace throughout the world. Each
Christian congregation is made up of
Christian families, and is like them ; each
Christian nation will be —for there is no

Christian nation yet—made up of Christian
congregations, and like them; snd jost ae
there is peace in each household of e

and peacec in each church of sy,
— —NEE
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which there is truth and righteousness in
harmony, so when the Gospel prevails so
that churches of Christ, living and faithful,
active and sincere, abound throughout the
land, then there are two things that must
necessarily prevent that nation being a
warlike nation. Its interests, its principles,
and its tastes, are alike irreconcileably
opposed to war. Wars of aggrandisement,
wars of cupidity, wars even of revenge, be-
come intolerable to Christians ; and in pro-
portion as the Gospel of Christ prevails in
a land, must the wars that have desolated
Europe most of them become intolerable
in the retrospect, and much more odious in
the imagination that they should again
occur. On the other hand, if a Christian
nation cannot go to war, a Christian nation
can scarcely suffer war. A Christian na-
tion, if such a nation existed, would have
elements of strength such as no other
nation ever had. Such a nation would be
universally industrious, universally there-
fore healthy in mind and body, W-soewey,
for every active service. Such © “‘a&\Q‘i
must be intelligent beyond W= DAY
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united so as no other nation has sét us an
example of union. Such a nation must
love its institutions, which give it happi-
ness; and love its sovereign by God’s ap-
pointment. Such a nation must have
resources, such as no other nation could
have ; and therefore, woe to the nation that
should venture to invade its sacred pre-
cincts. It would be sable to repel the
world. And a nation that would not go to
war, and a nation strong enough to repel
war, must be the source of peace in the
earth. Multiply such nations—as, thank
God, they will be multiplied—and then
we shall see that “ nation will not lift up’
sword against nation, and they will learn
war no more.” So that the religion of
Jesus Christ, by that very truth which has
brought peace to one withered heart, made
one wretched sinner happy in Him, can by
the universal and almighty efficacy of the
same truth and the same Spirit, give peace to
all mankind ; and “all nations shall worship
Him, all nations shall call Him blessed”
- But our world is a little world, and there
are other intelligent creatures, douh\es
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infinitely more glorious than us; and these
have looked upon the hell-doomed race of
man with just indignation. They have
seen us, as a race of apostates, ruining our-
selves by dishonouring God ; they have
seen us grasping at shadows, while we
scorned the substance; burying ourselves
in what is little and earthly, while we have
not even looked up to the heaven God was
opening for us. They have seen us exer-
cising the most perverted judgment upon
all things around us; calling good evil,
and evil good; end embracing misery,
while we refused happiness here and here-
after. Look at that angel God sent to the
camp of Sennacherib, breathing in one
night death over 185,000 men, as the
sugust minister of God ; and see the mi-
nistry of angels towards an apostate world.
But towards the family of Christ, * are they
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minis-
ter for them which shall be heirsof salvation ?”
And when the Hierophantic angel said to
John in the island of Patmos, nak he wessw
brother and his fellow-serveny, . oo vk
proclaim that he was the ‘brodnet NN
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fellow-servant of all the human family of
God ? And when they mingle their Halle-
lujahs with the Hosannas of redeemed saints
in glory, do they not teach us what the
apostle meant when he said—* Ye are
come,” not only to the church of the first
born, but “ to an innumerable company of
angels”"—to be with them one brotherhood
for ever in the service and adoration, and
in the joy of God? So that the universe
is brought to peace by the blood of Christ,
and Jesus is “ the Prince of Peace,” not
only to the distracted nations of the world,
but between the glorious orders of angels,
that render Him their firm allegiance in
heaven, and these miserable reptile men,
that seemed only to be doomed to be
crushed under the wrath of God.

And this lasts for ever; Christ is “ the
Prince of Peace” to the universe for ever.
Let those factions that disgrace mankind,
that enmity which has lasted, and which the

miserable infidel predicts will last to the

end, making men as savage beasts\h one
another, and banishing the memory thek
men sprlmg from one Tather, oand wete
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looking up to one God—Iet that be con-
quered at last, extirpated from the ransomed
world, and, that ransomed world trans-
ported to the kingdom of glory and bliss,
there will be no more faction then—there
will be no more trouble then. The peace
to which Christ brings His people, His
whole ransomed family, myriads unnum-
bered, will last throughout that eternity,
which He has made so blessed to those
that trust in Him.

Now let this thought be commended to
deep meditation. Think of it much; and
let us all ask ourselves, whether it ought
not to direct, nay, indeed, to control, our
whole course. Is it not worthy at once to
exercise the government over our judg-
ments and our minds? If there be this
peace with the offended God; if there be
the right, communicated by the blood of
Christ to each penitent believer, to look up
to the infinite Governor of all, and say,

“ Thou art my Father, and T Thine
adopted child;” oh! who Wi\ ‘haxe U
corrupt hardihood, the puspesssie ™Y
of repelling this angust relsXionstet s

— —T
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may have peace through Christ; God
would give you peace at once, if you had
faith in Christ; why repel it? Why court
trouble? Why embrace misery? Why
fasten it like a chain upon your soul, heavy
" though it clanks not, to load your burdened
spirit wherever you go, and still gather new
links, till the insupportable weight brings
you down beneath the grave—why, when
God gives you peace ? If you do but now
come to Him through Christ, to save and
sanctify you, to pardon you, to enlighten
you, to govern you, to preserve you to His
heavenly kingdom, He will do it all; and
He will give you, in deing it, such a peace,
that the largest estates, and the soundest
health, and the best friendships, and the
utmost popularity, and the conscieusness of
the greatest wisdom, never gave to any one,
and never can give to you. Take the peace
which the Gospel gives you. Be at peace.
ZFind peace in Jesus Christ at onee. Give
up every false doctrine, give up vy and
unbelief, give up all the 288010008 Unek
would keep you from it, and embrace Yhe
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peace which God offers to you by the medi-
ation of His Son.

And then, as Christians, let us take care
to cherish, and confirm, and complete this
peace, day by day living by dependence on
Divine grace; and remember that Christ
has called us to an universal peace towards
all around us—peace in our own souls as
well as peace with God, peace in life and
death, peace amidst all conceivable changes
in our lives, a peace which the world cannot
give, and cannot take away. Let us live as
Christians, in the enjoyment of this peace,
and not slight it; not let any habits that
we cherish, prevent us having the cheerful-
ness as well as the gentleness which the
Gospel gives. But be at peace in our own
souls, and be at peace with one another.

But next, when we think of those pros-
pects that Christ, Christ only, gives to our
fallen world, oh! let us adore and bless that
glorious King. Let us think how this peace
has been won for us, for our friends, for
myriads in our netlon, for ToNNNNNREN

throughout the world, ay,and fot Yoo D
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itself at last. Christ, that He might make
this peace ours, bore a constant war with
Himself. The whole world hated Him.
Trouble after trouble rolled its heavy wave
upon His soul, till He sunk in the conflict,
that we might have peace. Nay, He en-
dured that very indignation of God against
our sins, which must have ruined us; and
it was ‘‘ the chastisement of our peace,”
that was upon Him. God was * pleased to
bruise Him,” that we might have peace.
Never let us forget to adore a goodness that
has no parallel, when the eternal King, the
mighty God, the everlasting Father, thus
became “ THE PRINCE OF PEACE” by suffer-
ing the punishment of our transgressions.
Never let us forget through what deep
waters of trouble, through what unknown
anguish of soul, Christ has passed to give
us the measure of peace we enjoy now, and
the prospect of such a perfect peace in the
ages to come ; and let us adore and bless
His name.

But farther, if our gratitude is genvine,

then let us be as servants of * the Prince ot
Peace.” « Blessed are the pescemakers, ot



MESSIAH, THE PRINCE OF PEACE. 159

they shall be called the children of God.”
They only are the servants of Christ. If
we know Him to be our peacemaker, we
must be peacemakers like Him, and move
through this world, as far as in us lies, to
create peace everywhere. By the derelic-
tion of duty ?—no. By the abandonment
of truth 2—never. Maintain truth, fulfil
duty, though the whole world be at war in
consequence. But be gentle as the lamb,
where we are firm as the rock, that the war
may not be our creating; and then strive

to make all at peace by the example of-

Christ, by His authority and by His in-
dwelling, constantly manifesting in our own
instance the dispositions He would incul-
cate on mankind.

And lastly, if the kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour will assuredly spread this peace
throughout the world, then what other
prayer should be dearer to us, than this—
“ Thy kingdom come ?” Thinking not
only of the heathen world when we make

that prayer ; it is wanted here—\ s wentwd

in our families, it is Wanted n out S\

wanted in our own hearts.  "Y©Y

A Y
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come.” That Jesus Christ may reign, the
Lord of every thought, every opinion, every
faculty, every habit; and that all those
blessed results, which come from His domi-
nion, may be seen amidst the millions of
mankind, reclaimed by His grace, and .
blessed by His ocare. *“ Thy kingdom come.”
Let it be the honest, heartfelt prayer we
every day reiterate. And may He answer
that prayer, and His Spirit steadily accom-
plish it; and this sin-ruined world glory
in its Redeemer, and give Him glory in.
return !

THE END.

Wilson and Ogilvy, 51, Skinner Street, Lendon.















